m. 1,19 


darkened 


praise, 


ntered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of 


THE SOUTHERN 


A Presbyterian semi-monthly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints. 


Volume VII — Number 18 


JANUARY 15, 1949 


Yearly Subscription $1.50 


EDITORIAL 


“Lo, I Am With You Alway” — The Unity Which Endures — Be Not Deceived 
Is Competition Christian? — Temple Passes — The Chief Cornerstone And 
The Stones Of The Building — What Is Revival And Why? 


SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WESTMINSTER STUDY 
EDITION OF THE HOLY BIBLE 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


DO WE REALLY WANT A GREAT REVIVAL? 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 


“THIRTY-FOUR PERSONS SPEAK FOR TWENTY-EIGHT MILLION PEOPLE” 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
(February 6-13) 
Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


WOMAN’S WORK 
Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


CHURCH NEWS 


BOOK REVIEWS 


: 
JAN 18/949 
ied by 
hands & 
eceived | 
2 price 
an was & 
es will 
refore, 
erk, 
120.84 & 
54.96 
63.58 
ease 
65.78 
13.14 
59.27 
38.19 


Page 2 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate 


Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 


) THE BOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL COMPANY, INC. 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor — Weaverville, N. C. 


) Chalmers W. Alexander CONTRIBUTING EDITORS Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
é Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
; Rev. W. G. Foster Rev. Edward Mack, D.D. Rev. Cary N. Weisiger III 
Rev. D. S. Gage, D.D. ; Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 
| BOARD OF DIRECTORS | 
Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman Mr. Harvey G. Davis | Rev. Charlton Hutton 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. Mr. T..S. McPheeters 
Mr. W. Gettys Guille Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. 
i Mr. S. Donald Fortson Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
’ Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. Mr. V. G. Philips Mr. H. D. Vance 


Editor — Asheville, N. C. 


Mr. W. R. Willauer 


“Lo, I Am With You 
Alway” 


There was one passenger who did not avail him- 
self of the opportunity when the lake steamer made 
a stop for sightseeing. The only one to remain 
aboard was a young man, who watched the others 
go, a bitter expression on his face. He had been a 
counsellor at a boys’ camp when just a week ago a 
telegram brought the news of his father’s sudden 
death. It had been found that little would be left 
after debts were paid, so little that instead of going 
back to college, he would have to go to work. He 
had returned to the camp for his belongings, and 
now was on his way home to take up life as he had 
never planned and as he did not at all wish. 


Absorbed in gloomy, bitter thoughts, he was 
aroused by the steamer’s whistle calling back the 
sightseers. Soon they were all on board, so he 
thought, until he saw a group quite a distance off | 
and approaching very leisurely. Too leisurely, it 
seemed to him, and impatiently he said to himself: 
“Don’t they know the steamer is about to start? 
Serve them right to miss it!’’ 


Another passenger, when the group was in ear- 
shot, called to them: “You’d better hurry or you'll 
get left!” 


A clear girlish voice came back: ‘‘We don’t have 
to hurry and we don’t have to worry. The Captain 
is with us!’’ 


The Captain is with us. The young man suddenly 
remembered the text of a sermon he had heard the 
Sunday before his father’s death, a phrase of which 
had struck him: “‘The captain of our salvation.”’ 


The Captain is with us! Why, of course. Had He 
not given His word: “‘Lo, I am with you alway even 
unto the end of the world?”’ Surely then no need to 
hurry and no need to worry. The young man smiled 
for the first time in days. 


The same assurance holds for us all who are 
Christians, facing now a new year, not only un- - 
known, but perhaps dreaded, certainly with por- 
tents none too encouraging on a world view. The 


Captain is with us—not the captain of a ship for a 
voyage of a few days or weeks, but the Captain of 
our salvation, the One whose hand controls the 
eternal destiny of men and of their world, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. —W.T.W. 


The Unity Which 
Endures 


Christ prayed earnestly that His disciples might 
be one with Him in the Father and we know no 
Christians who believe otherwise. However, the 
constant and repeated use of John 17:20-23 to 
support the ecumenical movement almost invar- 
iably fails to take into account the implication of 
these verses, supported by the mass of Scripture as 
a whole, that this is a unity of faith, which alone 
makes possible a corporate witness to an un- 
believing world. 


On one thing all will agree: the world is in a 
desperate condition. Christ alone is the answer. 
Shall the Church present to the world a “Chris- 
tianity” so diluted in content as to lose its sig- 
nificance? Shall the Church offer a contaminated 


_ gospel, one which soft-pedals or ignores the fact of 
_ gin and the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ? 


The greatest thing we could imagine and the 
one thing which would carry true significance to 
our present-day world, would be a united voice 
from the Church which would be repeated from 
every pulpit and from every Christian gathering: 
All men have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God—the wages of sin is death (eternal damna- 
tion). There is salvation in Jesus Christ alone; in 
His cleansing blood, shed on Calvary—whosoever 
believeth in Him shall have eternal life—believe 
and be saved—reject Him and be lost. 


But, when church “leaders”? question the Scrip- 
tural facts—His incarnation, His virgin birth, His 
supernatural power—His substitutionary atonement 
on the cross for sinners—His bodily resurrection— 
His personal return—when the very heart of the 
details of the Gospel are left to denial or distor- 
tion, the power of the Church in the world 18 
thereby lost. 


It is both absurd and a distortion of fact to hold 
up denominational differences as the “scandal of 


Christianity.”” The vital message of Christ can be 
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and is presented through multiplied denominational 


' activities and agencies. Their common interests are 


represented in many inter-denominational organi- 
- gations, for instance, in the Foreign Mission Con- 
ference of North America, in the realm of Foreign 
Missions. 


The scandal of Christianity today is that the 


- yital elements of Christian doctrine are ignored, 
diluted or denied in many groups and a gospel of 
- good works substituted for the Gospel of God’s re- 
deeming grace in Christ Jesus. 


— Some of us who have insisted that essential 
' Christian doctrines come first and must 


be the 


basis for ecumenical activity, are called obstruc- 
tionists, schismatics and other unpleasant names. 
_ But, while claiming no right to the honor of mem- 
bership in that company of saints and apostles 


which throughout the history of the Christian 


_ Church have steadfastly withstood every effort to 
' change the Gospel content, we nevertheless affirm 
' that unless the essential doctrines of Christianity 
_ are maintained the Church will die. 


Being, on the other hand, assured that the 
Church of Jesus Christ is a living organism, the 


Bride of Christ, which will continue to live until 


the Bridegroom comes, we shall continue to stand 


on the faithfulness of the Scriptural record, the 


» doctrines therein so clearly stated, and the Stan- 
_ dards of our Church which so plainly and un- 
- equivocally teach these doctrines. 


As we face another year and a world so des- 


_ perately in need of the Gospel we would appeal 
' anew to the ministers of our Church. We firmly 
believe that the overwhelming majority of our min- 


isters do believe these essential doctrines. We are 
however constrained to believe that many no 


longer place the necessary emphasis on preaching 


these doctrines which their vital content demands. 
Men need first of all a vital personal relationship 
with God which comes solely through the new 
birth. This is a supernatural work of the Holy 
Spirit and it transforms a man’s life. We become 
impatient with the lack of social impact of Chris- 
tianity on the world. Is not this because our 
Churches have so many on their rolls, even holding 
office, who have never had such a transforming 
experience? | 


If this is true, where must we begin? We all need 
a revival in our hearts, a revival which includes 
confession of and turning from personal sins and a 
glorifying of The Son of God, both in preaching of 
Him and living for Him. 


A common front against Catholicism is not 
enough. A united fight against Communism for self- 
preservation is not sufficient. The only unity which 
can endure is a oneness in faith—faith in Him and 
those things about Him which are the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ—the only hope of the 


Be Not Deceived 


Recent press dispatches tell of missionaries who 
have stayed in Communist areas and who have, so 


far, been unmolested. 


_ A remark which has recently come from China 
is revealing in the extreme. Speaking of Communist 
tactics it states: “First they kow tow (are very 
polite), then they iao tow (shake their heads in 


disapproval), then they sah tow (cut off your 
head.’’) 


Christians must realize that Communism is dedi- 
cated to the destruction of faith in God, Chris- 
tianity, and all of the blessings and freedoms 
which proceed from it. Whenever Communism 
seems to soften or change in its objective, do not 
be deceived, it is for a designated reason and the 
ultimate objective remains the same. 


As the Communist armies advance, there ac- 
company them the “political division’? which pro- 
ceeds to the establishment of a truly communistic 
regime. One of the first steps is destruction of 
right and decency, persecution and often murdering 
of anyone owning more than an acre of land, in- 
doctrination of children with evil of every kind 
and a reign of terror which ends only when sub- 
mission through abject fear results. 


Be not deceived—Communism is so Satanic in 
its design, so intense in its execution, so opposed 
to everything Christians hold dear, that it must 
have its origin, implementation and supervision 
from the Evil One himself. 


Be wise while wisdom and the ability to act on 
that wisdom are still ours! ——L 


Is Competition 
Christian? 


That competition and the profit motive might be 
unchristian was not debated until within the last 
decade or so. But, as there have arisen in theo- 
logical circles men whose concern has changed from 
Christian doctrine to economic problems there has — 
developed a new philosophy which is critical both 
of com enterprise and of the profit motive 
as such. 


We are not arguing about the abuses in the 
capitalistic system. We admit them and recognize 
that there must be legal controls to prevent ex- 
ploitation until such time as men refrain from 
cheating other men because they are Christians 
and know cheating is wrong. 


Our contention is however that the capitalistic 
system, as such, is not only entirely capable of 
Christian application, but that it also offers the 
greatest opportunity for the development of man’s 
abilities. Further, in our capitalistic system today 
we see the greatest material blessings for the 
greatest proportionate number of people the world 
has ever seen. 


In America our factories are surrounded during 
working hours with hundreds and thousands of au- 
tomobiles which the workers own. They drive home 
to a comforts enjoyed in no other spot on. 
earth. 


In England, under Socialism, and in Russia 
under Communism, the factory may belong to the 
workers, or to the State, but the workers them- 
selves would give anything to exchange their equity 
in a socialistic economy for the benefits which 
American workers enjoy under our system of free 
enterprise known as capitalism. 


Frankly, we doubt the motives of those, inside 
the Church or out, who persistently criticize our 
economic system and offer panaceas which are a 
mirage, the realization of which is a regimented 
way of life. 
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The average church leader is not fitted by train- 
ing or experience to submit plans or suggestions in 
the economic sphere, and yet, we find in more than 
one seminary and from many pulpits learned lec- 
tures on the economic order. 


The minister has every right to denounce the 
exploitation of labor by capitalists, and he has 
every right to speak against unjust and dishonest 
labor practices. In fact, the making of Christians, 
of those who furnish the brains and of those who 
furnish the brawn, is his job. 


Why attack the profit motive? A straw man of 
some extreme case may be set up and knocked 
down, but, we all live in some measure and degree 
by the profit motive. We have the right to ask and 
expect just reward for our efforts. 


Why question competition? Where competition 
ceases incompetence and inefficiency set in. It is 
competition which has made possible the best and 
cheapest automobiles in the world. Where railroads 
run in competition we see the finest service and 
equipment. Where monopoly exists we see the 
worst. 


Our plea is that Christian men and organizations 
will center their activities where they belong—on 
building a Christian order with Christians. Let us 
stop trying to make non-Christians act like Chris- 
tians; rather let us seek to make men Christians by 
the only way possible—faith in Christ as personal 
Saviour from sin. —L.N.B. 


Temple Passes 


In the study of Biblical antiquities interesting 
things have come to light. These things help to 
make the Bible live. We should be deeply grateful 
to Christians who have spent their time collecting 
and classifying these antiquities to enable us to 
appreciate the Bible as a living Book. These things 
help us to better understand the Bible itself. 


Among these antiquities is the Temple Pass. It 
is made of glass and is quite lovely. These passes 
have been found in an excavation near the temple 
area and are more than 2,000 years old. 


What is the meaning of the Temple Pass? These 
passes were used as admission into the Temple in 
Jerusalem. When each person paid his tithe, the 
tenth of his earnings, he received one of the 
passes which admitted him to the Temple; other- 
wise he could not be admitted. 


We are not advocating the re-issueing of Temple 
Passes but we do believe that an earnest con- 
sideration of this practice would make Christians, 
who are living under grace, have a more en- 
lightened conscience on the practice of the tithe 
as a minimum part of our stewardship of posses- 
sions. 


Amazing things would transpire if all the mem- 
bers of our Southern Presbyterian Church would 
take this matter as seriously as did the members 
of the Old Testament Church. 


The conscientious practice of tithing by the 
membership of our church would result in prac- 
tically all of our Home Mission Churches becoming 
self-supporting within ‘one year. The Presby- 
terian Program of Progress treasury would be 
over-flowing. Our underpaid ministers would be 
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given a sufficient remuneration to prevent them 
from being worried about their financial objj- 
gations. Every agency of our church would have 
sufficient funds to carry on a program of ex. 
pansion. 


The laymen of our church who are now advocat- 
ing that this be done until Easter are on the right 
track. Let us pray for and encourage this move. 
ment to the limit of our ability. —J.R.R. 


The Chief Cornerstone And The 
Stones Of The Building 


By G. Coleman Luck 


In Old Testament times God dwelt with Israel, 
first in the tabernacle in the wilderness, and later 
in the temple at Jerusalem. When Jehovah God 
instructed Moses as to the preparation of the 
tabernacle, He said: “Let them make me a sanctv- 
ary; that I may dwell among them” (Ex. 25:8). 
“There,” He said, “I will meet with the children 
of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be sanctified 
by my glory’ (Ex. 29:48). 


In the present age, however, we find that God 


dwells not with but in the church. He dwells not 


in a material building, but in a spiritual temple 
composed of all those who have received Christ as 
Savior. In this building, we are told that Jesus 
Christ Himself is the “chief cornerstone; in whom 
all the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye 
also are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit” (Eph. 2:20-22). 


In this picture of the Chief Cornerstone and 
the stones of the building, we have another beauti- 
ful illustration of Christ and His church. Notice 
first that He is the foundation stone (I Cor. 3:11), 
the pre-eminent One. God uses men and women 
as leaders in His work, but not one is in a class 
with our Lord. Peter calls Him “the living stone.” 
(I Pet. 2:4). Remember, the church is founded 
not simply on Christ’s teaching, sublime as that 
was, but on Christ Himself, the risen, living 
saviour. 


Believers in Christ are described as stones in 
the building: “‘Ye also, as lively stones, are built 
up a spiritual house” (I Pet. 2:5). This figure 
indicates the mutual relation and dependence of 
all believers on the Lord Jesus Christ, and in a 
lesser measure on each other. Just as each stone 
in a building has its place of usefulness, so each 
Christian is important in the work of the church. 


Note that Christians, like Christ, are called “liv- 
ing stones.” This reminds us that the Church after 
all is not the material building in which Christians 


meet, but Christian people themselves form the | 


structure of this living temple in which God dwells. 


What Is Revival And Why? 


By Rev. P. O. Sartelle 
Drapers Valley, Va. 


You have heard of the story of the missionary 
preaching Christ to a group of natives, and after- 
ward one of them saying to him, “I know the man 
you are talking about, he used to live here.’ 
Upon questioning the missionary discovered that 
the native was thinking about the missionarys 
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Name 


_ & ... wrote a pastor from Florida. “It meets the needs 
Meme ©. oof the average church better than anything I have 
seen. It retains the real values of old hymnology 
and adds the life which is needed for this present 
_age.” A BIG BOOK ... 448 selections. For free 
examination copy SEND COUPON. 


RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 

108 Ninth Str. 
Send free examination copy CHURCH SERVICE 
HYMNS: 


Name of Church 
‘Song Book used now_ 
We will be needing new books about 


Sacred Music Publishers 
Winona Lake, Ind. 


Pastor 
Address 


Supt. Comm. Member 


own brother who had previously lived in that same 
field. 


- You are a book known and read of men. When 


one preaches from God’s Word people interpret 
what is being said by what they have seen in your 
life. Thus the truth given from the pulpit is 
either amplified or silenced by the interpretation 
of your life as a Christian. 


For this reason evangelistic services in many 
churches are well nigh futile. On the other hand 
if God honored His word in these churches and 
allowed sinners—drunkards, harlots, thieves, gun- 
men, or the covetous rich—to be saved the church 
could not contain them. One would not be surprised 
if the very walls of the buildings would fall in. 
My grandmother told the story of going bass 
fishing on an Indiana lake. They caught 11 bass 
and one of them was in the five pound elass. The 
person putting the bass on the stringer was In- 
experienced and the stringer was the old chain 
type with the block at the end. The stringer and 
bass were left over the side of the boat while they 
rowed thru a weeded area back to the dock. When 
they lifted the stringer out of the water only 
one little bass was left. A poor stringer and a 
bad job of stringing lost all but one of the fish. 
That’s what would happen if God saved souls thru 
some of our churches. 


_ Furthermore, it is God’s plan that every Chris- 
tian have a part in leading the lost to Jesus 
Christ. Let us read Ephesians 4:11-12 using just 
the “evangelist” and correcting the second “for” 
in verse 12 to read as it should, “unto”. “He 
gave some evangelists for the perfecting of the 
saints unto the work of the ministry.” The evan- 
gelist leads the people to do the evangelistic work. 
It is for Christians to bring people to the services 
and then following the services to help bring 
these people to receive Jesus Christ as Saviour 
while the message is fresh in their minds and the 
Holy Spirit is dealing. with them. It is for Chris- 


City, Zone, State 


L 


tians to go out and give the Gospel to those who 
will not come to the services. But in a sleepy church 
they bring no sinners to the services; they do not 
go out and give the Gospel to others in their homes, 


and if sinners do come to the services, the church 


members talk butter and eggs, clothes and pleas- 
ure rather than salvation to them after the bene- 
diction. 


In the third place Christ indicated that when 
the Holy Spirit comes to the Christian he will 
convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judge- 
ment, thru His testimony in the Christian’s life. 
Yet we see in congregation after congregation 
that the lives are so full of the world that the 
Holy Spirit has neither a vessel to use as example 
or as a mouthpiece. 7 


Therefore it becomes absolutely necessary to 
have an awakening ‘and restoration in Christian 
lives before we can have a successful and sus- 
tained evangelistic outreach. In Romans 18:11 
“awake out of sleep’? means revival. And the means 
to that revival is given, “let us therefore cast off 


the works of darkness, and let us put on the 


armour of light.”’ Thisr evival applies to Christians 
and it means put off sin and put on Christian living 
and service. When real revival takes place in a 
church there always follows effective evangelism 
and salvation to the lost. A revival in one Christian 
life can mean the salvation of many souls. 


In Dr. Lacy’s book on the History of Evangelism 
he tells how the salvation of a multitude of peo- 
ple in Virginia and North Carolina began with a 
real revival in a few Christian lives at Hampden- 
Sydney College. 


It is thus that Christian people either hold up 
and hinder the work of evangelism in the United 
States and around the world by their spiritual 
lethargy, or speed it on by wings of eagles as they 
press themselves to wake up and live in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. You should pray, “Lord 
send a revival and let it begin right now in me. 
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Some Questions About The 


Westminster Study Edition 
Of The Holy Bible 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur ... Georgia 


The Westminster Press, the publishing house of 
the Board of Christian Education of the Presby- 
terian Church U.S.A., has just issued a monumental 
edition of the King James version of the Bible 
with footnotes, maps, introductions, and a con- 
cordance. This extensive work has been done by 
a group of prominent scholars in which Presby- 
terian theological professors predominate. We 
have in mind to examine this book from three 
aspects, or to ask three questions about it. 


1. What Think Ye Of Christ? The most signifi- 
cant question about any Christian book is its doc- 
trine of our Lord Jesus Christ. Does the West- 
minster Bible express itself adequately about 
Christ, does it give Him all the glory which God 
has ascribed to Him in His Word? 


The opening essay, “God Has Spoken,’ ably 
recognizes Christ as the focus of God’s saving pur- 
pose, the starting point and the supreme key to 
the interpretation of Scripture. Here He is the 
Word of God incarnate, the risen Christ, the Son 
of God who was perfectly one with the Father. 
Is the Christological emphasis of this introduc- 
tory essay adequately supported by the detailed 
comment? 


Christ as God: According to the King James 
Version, Christ is described as God over all blessed 
forevermore (Romans 9:5) and as God whose 
blood purchased the Church (Acts 20:28). This 
translation is strongly supported by such a New 
Testament scholar as Professor Ethelbert Stauf- 
fer of Bonn, Die Theologie des Neuen Testaments, 
1947, pp. 94, 263, 224. The Westminster Study 
Edition, however, offers two interpretations for 
each of these texts, one of which in each case 
takes the term God away from Christ. There are 
three passages in the Greek text of the New 
Testament which apply the term God to Christ 


that the King James translators did not recog- 


nize. The Westminster Bible calls attention to 
one of these (Titus 2:13); it fails to do so in 2 
Peter 1:1 and 2 Thess. 1:12 where the grammar 
equally requires the ascription of God to Christ. 
The Westminster comment is that the oldest texts 
do not call Christ God in I Tim. 3:16, but it fails 
to mention the fact that the best manuscripts 
do call Him God in John 1:18. 


The Westminster Edition regularly speaks as if 


the noun God ascribed to the Word in John i.1 
were merely the adjective divine. (Pages 164,168, 
Concordance 101). On the contrary, Stauffer finds 
Christ presented in John 1 as whole, true God and 
whole, true man. ‘“‘The God of the NT descends 
from His heaven, He seeks men out in their world, 
He deals with them there where they live.” (Pages 
265,99). And Professor Oscar Cullman, of Paris 
and Basel, interprets the Prologue thus: “The 
Word, the Logos, is God in His revealing acts,’ 
both those of creation and those of redemption, 
Christus und Die Zeit.’’ Pages 19-20. 


The Westminster Edition places a limiting inter- 
pretation upon Thomas’ great confession to Christ 
as given in John xx.28, thus: “In worship and 
adoration Jesus is rightly addressed as my God.” 
Now Thomas’s affirmation is addressed to Christ in 
the vocative case. But there is no hint that such 
address is appropriate only in worship, nor any in- 
dication that Jesus may be spoken of as God only 
in address. John starts by affirming that Christ, 
the Word, is eternal God, God only begotten 
(i.1,18); he shows that despite the unbelief of the 
Jews He is the Lord high and lifted up whom 
Isaiah saw in the Temple (Isa. vi; Jn. xii.41); and 
he concludes with the most dubious of the disciples 
answering and saying unto Jesus: ‘‘My Lord and 
my God.” On the basis of John, as of other Scrip- 
tures, the Church confesses Christ as God in her 
creeds, teaches Christ as God in her theology and 
her catechetics, directs believers to commit thenm- 
selves to Him as God their Saviour, as well as 
— Him as God in her worship ... because He 
is God. | 


Isaiah 9:6 and Psalm 45:6 are the two texts 
which expressly describe the Messiah as God used 
by Warfield in “The Divine Messiah in the Old 
Testament,’’ Christology and Criticism, pp. 3-49. 
Our Churches use both these passages as proof 
texts to support our teaching that Christ is 
God, Larger Catechism, answer II. The West- 
minister notes deflect the application of God 
to Christ in both these texts. The Church 
has followed Matthew (1:22-23) in interpreting 
the sign which the Lord Himself gave to Ahaz 
of the virgin-born Immanual as fulfilled in the 
virgin birth of Jesus Christ. But the Westminster 
Edition explains this prophecy (Isaiah 7:14) as 
a mere prediction that nine months after the 
giving of the sign to Ahaz some mother will name 
her new-born child Immanuel. 


_ Christ One With The Father: In John 10:30 
Jesus says: “I and My Father are one.” The West- 
minster comment reads: “Jesus and His Father 
are one in their love and care for the sheep.’ 
Now A. Ritschl holds that Christ and the Father 
are one in their working rather than one in e& 
sence. Both Westcott interprets this text as teach- 
ing one essence, and O. Cullmann and E. Stauf- 
fer, op. cit., p. 102 find here a full unity with God. 


Christ The Alpha And The Omega: In Revela- 
tion 22:12-13 Christ is speaking as the West- 
minster edition recognizes. The thirteenth verse 
reads, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end, the first and the last.’”? But the 
Westminster comment is, ‘Verse 13 Christ speaks 
(as in chapters 1:17; 2:8; cf. chapters 1:8; 21:6) 
of God (cf. Isa. 44:6; 48:12).”? Now the. West- 
minister Bible is right in saying that the one 
called Alpha and Omega in 1:8 and 21:6 is God. 
However, Kittel in Theol Woerterbuch z.NT. I. ! 
applies Rev, 1:17; 2:8; 21:18 to Christ as does 
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Stauffer, op. cit. pp. 120, 226, and Lohmeyer, 
Hb.z.NT. XVI:11, 17, 22, 176. Since all of these 
modern writers—the Westminster scholars, Kittel, 
Stauffer and Lohmeyer—agree that Rev. 22:13; 
1:17; 2:8 stand together, the case against the 
Westminster group and in favor of the conti- 
nental scholars is made by the references in 1:17 
and 2:8, as well as by the natural exegesis of 
22:13. For the one who is described as the first 
and the last is the one who died and lived again, 
that is, Jesus Christ. 


The Worship of Jesus: Referring to the dis- 
ciples after the Ascension, the Westminster edition 
has a sentence that conveys a disconcerting im- 
pression. We wrote it in its context: ‘Probably 
and carried up into heaven (Verse 51) and wor- 
shipped Him, and (Verse 52) are to be omitted as 
added later. Verse 538. The disciples continue to 
worship as good Jews, and their first task is to 
invite the Jews to believe in and follow the risen 
Christ. Christianity is the fulfillment of true 
Judaism.”’ 


All the Revisers (ERV, ASV, and RSV) retain 
worshipped Him and in their text and relegate to 
their margins the omission which occurs in the 
Western text. The sentence, “‘the disciples continue 
to worship as good Jews,’”’ in the context of 
this omission leaves the impression that the dis- 
ciples did not worship Jesus. “‘Good Jews’’ did not. 
Now Matthew ,twice records the disciples worship- 
ping the risen Christ, and according to I Cor. 1:2, 
the saints are all those in every place who call 
upon the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


In Acts 1:24 the disciples pray to the Lord for 
guidance in filling the vacancy in the Twelve, 
and in Acts 2:24 they invite men to call upon the 
Name of the Lord in order to be saved. The Ex- 
positor’s Greek Testament refers both these pass- 
ages to Christ, but the Westminster Edition as- 
cribes them to God. 


The reviewer has written in defense of “the 
Worship of Jesus” in His Our Lord and notes that 
Stauffer, op. cit. p. 233 supports this position. 
Professor O. Cullmann, Le Culte dans l’Eglise 
primitive (Cf. also his Christus and die Zeit, p. 
137 and K. G. Kuhn in Th. Wb. z. NT, Vers 470- 
475) sets forth the contrast between the worship 
of the primitive community centering in Christ 
and praying Him to come (Maranatha) and the 
Worship of the good (non-Christian) Jews. 


2. How Protestant Is The Book? The Westmin- 
ster Bible is being advertised as a book maintain- 
Ing a truly Protestant and evangelical viewpoint. 
The opening article is admirable in the emphasis 
lt places upon the deeds of God. We are not 
saved by general truths but by the intervention of 
God—by the advent of Christ and the events of 
His acts for our salvation. But again, is this gen- 
implement by the specific com- 

ents? 


Romans 3:21-26 is the acropolis of the Chris- 
ian faith because it weaves together the three- 
fold presentation of Christ’s work for us, as re- 
demption, as propitiation and as legal substitute. 
'. W. Manson, Jesus the Messiah, p. 185, shows 
that the terms “substitute” and “propitiation” 
were put together in an earlier writing, IV Macc. 
17:21-22. Paul speaks of the wrath of God and 
of Christ delivering us from this wrath in Rom. 
1:18, 2:5, 5:9; I Thess. 1:10. Yet the Westminster 
‘mment first reduces propitiation to expiation 


and then expiation to a means whereby sin is for- 
given. Luther and Calvin presented a Protestant 
doctrine of propitiation without such reductions. 


For the Protestant, faith is the instrument of 
apprehending Christ, while the basis of salvation 
is what Christ did for us—His -nduring our pen- 
alty, His obedience, His righteousness. Yet the 
Westminster Bible not only speaks of a salvation 
based on faith in Christ, it even says: “Here 
reference is to the sinner as considered righteous, 
forgiven, on the basis of faith,” p. 270. 


The Westminster notes on such key passages 
as Rom. 5:12-21; 8:4; 10:4;; I Cor. 1:30; II Cor. 
5:16-21; Phil. 3:9; 2 Peter 1:1 present Christ as 
delivering one from judgment ard bringing him 
into life that the believer may attain to a new life 
of “real righteousness” for himself by dedication 
to the risen Christ. One looks in vain for a clear 
statement that the sinner is righteous by the im- 
putation (transfer) to him of the righteousness, 
the obedience of Christ such as one finds in 
Luther’s statement of the argument of Galatians, 
in Calvin’s Institutes, in loco, in the Westminster 
Confession, Chapter 11 (cf. 1. c. 70-73) the com- 
munion service of the Reformed Church of Hol- 
land, in Bunchanan or Boehl on Justification. Yet 
this historic Protestant doctrine has been preached 
in our day by men abreast of modern knowledge 
such as Lloyd Jones of London, John Macleod of 
Edinburgh, Barth and Thurneysen of Basel, P. 
Maury of Paris, M. Niemoeller and Paul Althaus 
of Germany, Joseph Hromadka of Prague, Walter 
Maier of St. Louis cf. also Stauffer op. cit. pp. 
125-6, 273, 470, and Gaugler, Der Brief an die 
Roemer, 1947. Is the doctrine set forth in the 
Westminster Study Bible Reformation Protestant- 
ism or is it Evangelical Arminianism? 


8. Do the Higher Critical Positions Taken In 
This Edition Express ‘““What The Church Believes 
About The Bible?’ The Westminster Study Bible 
offers to give the Church “some share in the 
gains that the new knowledge and the new meth- 
ods have made available.”’ It is advertised to give 
to “the modern reader” “the discoveries of mod- 
ern research in history and archaeology.” From 
such statements one might infer that the editors 
had access to new information which had not been 
available or had not been used by those who 
have come to conclusions other than those pre- 
sented in the Westminster Bible. 


Now there are many helpful and _ suggestive 
thoughts found in this careful work. We rejoice 
in its insistence upon the fact that God has spoken, 
that the Bible is the record of God’s revelation to 
man. We are happy to note this emphasis side by 
side with the statement of “advanced” higher 
critical positions and are glad to acclaim this 
emphasis as what the Church believes about the 
Bible. Our Confession of Faith says that God 
is the Author of Holy Scriptures and that they 
are “the Word of God written.” 


What we fear is that the reader may infer 
that the higher critical positions taken in this 
study Bible are also “the explanation of what 
the Church believes about the Bible,’’ and that 
they are based on new information which was 
not at the disposal of the trusted Presbyterian 
scholars who have opposed these conclusions of 
higher criticism. Have the editors of the West- 
minster Bible information that men like Warfield 
of Princeton, George L. Robinson of McCormick, 
Hendrickson of Calvin, Allis of Philadelphia, Mack 
of Richmond, McPheeters of Columbia and Gribble 
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of Austin either did not have or did not use? More 
important still, is this “new knowledge” suf- 
ficiently attested to justify the Church in setting 
aside the testimony of Him, whom she rightly 
calls Lord and Master, that David spake Psalm 
110 by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, or to substi- 
tute for His reference to the things spoken by 
the Prophet Daniel the Westminster view that 
the Book of Daniel was not written by the Prophet 
Daniel but was “attributed to an ancient notable” 
by some one writing four hundred years later? 
The sundry sections of Leviticus identify them- 
selves thus: “And the LORD spake unto Moses 


saying.”’ 


Is the Westminster knowledge sufficiently ex- 
plicit for the Church to try to force such testimony 
of the Bible to itself into the higher critical view 
that most of Leviticus was compiled by post-exilic 
mA ,fcribes and first read to the people in 444 


As a matter of fact there are some discoveries 
that militate against the higher critical view which 
have been made since these views were enunciated 
over a century ago. It used to be said that Moses 
could not have written, or stood sponsor for the 
writing of the Pentateuch because writing was not 
known in his age. The Westminster edition ad- 
mits that writing was done in Moses’ day—in view 
of the Code of Hammurabi, it might have ad- 
mitted that it was done in Abraham’s day. The 
Westminster Notes, however, continue to speak 
of oral traditions in a way that shows their au- 
thors have not fully integrated the fact of writing 
throughout Israel’s history into their conclusions. 
Again it has been said that one must assume an 
evolution of man’s ideas about God and that 
monotheism was too lofty for Moses’ time. But 
Ikhnaton, an Egyptian monarch of the eighteenth 
dynasty was a monotheist, and Moses wrought 
under either the 18th. or the 19th. dynasty. W. F. 
Albright has stated that there is no evidence for 


the evolution of the idea of God in Israel’s re- 


ligion and that the earlier Old Testament docu- 
ments present substantially the same view of God 
as the later ones. Again the Ras Shamra dis- 
coveries have shown as elaborate a ritual as that 
found in the Pentateuch in the period of the 
Exodus. But Dr. Robert Gribble has already turned 
his pen toward such matters in this Bible and we 
defer to his competent scholarship a full discus- 
sion of their Old Testament conclusions. 


In the New Testament field the Westminster 
conclusions may also be compared with those 
offered by other competent scholars. The West- 
minster Bible dates Mark about 65, Matthew near 
85, and Luke about .75. Professor Wilhelm 
Michaelis of Bern, Einleitung in das Neus Testa- 
ment, 1945 dates the three synoptists in the decade 
of the sixties as does Professor F. F. Bruce of 
Leeds in The Evangelical Quarterly, July 1942. Al- 
bright dates them prior to the destruction of 
Jerusalem. Michaelis, Stauffer, Albright and E. 
K. Simpson hold and defend the view that John 
the Son of Zebedee wrote the Fourth Gospel. 
The Westminster Introduction does not. Michaelis 
also defends the Pauline authorship of the Pastoral 
Epistles and offers a chronology following a first 
Roman imprisonment into which they may be 
fitted. Bartlett in the Britannica defends them 
on the basis of a chronology ending with this im- 
prisonment. This Westminster Bible concludes that 
they were likely not written by Paul. At least 
modern knowledge is not unanimous on the po- 
sitions taken in the Westminster Study Bible and 
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therefore these positions cannot be regarded as 
the united verdict of modern scholarship. Has the 
Church authorized the description of these views 
as “a thorough explanation of what the Church 
believes about the Bible?” 


How Rich Is The Harvest? 


The present world situation calls for earnest 


thought. It is no time for men to seek their ease, 
or rest on their laurels. We still need Paul’s ad- 
monition to be sober in all things, to suffer hard- 
ship, to be on the job as an evangelist, and to 
fight the good fight. 


The good fight must go on until all the world 
hears and the message is fully proclaimed at any 
cost. Alone and in prison, Paul thought not of 
surrender but of world conquest. The two empires 
were already engaged in a death struggle and Paul 
knew which was to win. “In real life,” says an 
eminent preacher, “Nero sits on the throne and 
Paul languishes in prison, and many years must 
pass before people begin calling their dogs Nero, 
and their sons Paul! But that time comes! As God 
lives, that time always comes.’’—Samuel M. Zwe- 
mer, in How Rich The Harvest (Revell). 


Wings For The Soul 


“This one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark 
~ the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

esus.” 


“When as a child, I laughed and wept, 
Time crept; 

When as a youth, I dreamed and talked, 
Time walked; 

When I became a full-grown man, | 


Time ran; 

When older still I daily grew, 
Time flew; 

Soon I shall find in traveling on 
Time gone.” 


—Author Unknown. 


“So teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 


Czech Student Returns 
To Homeland 


Mr. Bohumil Dittrich, student from Czechoslo- 
vakia who has been attending Austin Seminary 
for the past year, has been called by the Church 
of his homeland to resume his work there, an 
will — from New York the latter part of No- 
vember. 


While pursuing his studies at Austin Seminary, 
Mr. Dittrich has ministered to a number of Czec 
Moravian churches in Texas, preaching in bo 
Czech and English. He hopes to be able to returl 
to America for a further ministry among these 
Czech countrymen. 3 
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Do We Really Want A 
Great Revival? 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


_ Elder In First Presbyterian Church 
Jackson ... Mississippi 


There was a time when I would readily have 
answered yes, but in recent years I have begun to 
have my doubts. And I have talked with many 
other laymen who hold this same view. 


We Southern Presbyterians have been saying 
for many years that we have wanted a great re- 
vival (using the word revival in its popular sense, 
to include both the saving of the lost and the re- 
awakening of the saved), but such a revival has 
not occurred in our denomination in recent years. 


It has become the custom in many of our 
churches to hold a “revival”? of approximately a 
week’s duration, in the fall or winter of each 
year. The course of events usually runs somewhat 
like this: Committees are appointed and prepara- 


tions are begun; some prayer meetings are held 


prior to the week’s services; notices are put in 
the local newspapers and cards announcing the 
special meeting are printed and distributed. Then 
the visiting preacher (whose own church often 
needs a revival as badly as does the church in 
which he is about to preach) comes from a distance 
and delivers some especially prepared sermons. As 
the meeting draws to a close, a few persons may 
come forward at the invitation time for the pur- 
pose of accepting Christ as Saviour, or of re- 
dedicating themselves, or of joining the church. 
Then a written report is forwarded to headquar- 
ters, and things in that church settle back into 
their normal routine. Thus another yearly “re- 
vival” has come to a close and a similar one will 
take place next year, in all probability. 


Now do not for one moment misunderstand 
me. If, during such a meeting, only one soul is 
saved, if only one wavering Christian is truly re- 
dedicated, then that meeting is more than worth 
“g of the effort and preparation connected with 
i 


But no one will contend that such a meeting 
can be called a great revival. 


What is the matter? Where does the fault lie? 
Surely, sin is as prevalent as ever, and the un- 
saved are all around us. The Gospel is still the 
dynamite of God. The Holy Spirit is still as able 
and willing to convict and to convert as in New 
Testament times, and He is continuously among us. 


Then what is wrong? Why has there been no 
great revival in our churches? In the opinion of 
many of us laymen, the fault lies in the ‘“‘we” 
group, and not in the “they”? group. In discussing 
the reasons why an evangelical effort fails to pro- 
duce a revival, how often we use the word “they’’! 
If, during the week of the church’s evangelical 
Meeting, those men with their names on the 
church roll who come to worship services oc- 
Casionally for conscience-salve purposes but whose 
teal interest is almost exclusively in making money 
and in being prominent in civic affirs; if those 
Society ladies who are church members, and who 


sent their children to Sunday School because it is 
the thing to do, but who never come to church 
themselves except at Easter and at Christmas and 
for weddings; if those cultured, attractive people 
who belong to no church and who seem indif- 
ferent to the claims of Christ, but who nevertheless 
live decent and respectable lives; if those in 
the community who are not only totally indifferent 
to Christianity but who shamelessly indulge in 
drunkenness, or in sexual impurity, or in gambling, 
or in some of the other grosser forms of sin— if 
only “they” could be brought into the church 
during the week’s special evangelical effort, what 
a great revival meeting there would be! So we 
have been thinking. 


Now no doubt the week’s evangelical meeting 
would do some of these people a great amount 
of good, and perhaps a few might be converted. 


But it is very, very doubtful whether a great 
revival would result. 


For the reason why there has been no great re- 
vival in the Southern Presbyterian denomination 
in recent times lies not with the “they” group, 
but with the people who are now active in the 
church, the ‘‘we” group. Although there are some 
exceptions to this statement, to be sure, taken as 
a whole the fault lies with the ministers (includ- 
ing the seminary professors), with the elders, with 
the deacons, with the men who are not church of- 
ficers, with the ladies, and with the young people 
in our denomination. 


The plain, blunt truth is that we church people, 
year after year, slowly but surely, have been com- 
promising more and more with worldliness until 
the Holy Spirit simply does not see fit to use us 
as the human instruments through which to bring 
about a great revival in the church. Recently I 
saw a tile drain which had been dug up because 
it no longer drained water properly: the trouble 
was readily apparent—some very small roots from 
nearby shrubs and plants had gradually ground 
through the joints of the tile pipe and had formed 
such an obstacle that water could no longer pour 
through freely. Now worldliness and self-indul- 
gence have so clogged the lives of us church peo- 
ple that the Holy Spirit simply does not pour 
through us with great power. He only does that 
through dedicated vessels, fit for the Master’s use. 


We church people have deluded ourselves into 
believing that we could have our cake and eat it, 
too; that we could hold on to the world with one 
hand and to the Lord Jesus Christ with the other. 
We have believed that, in spite of living lives of 
compromise and indulgence, we could nevertheless 
be used of the Lord in effective revival work. 


During World War II, I served as an officer in 
the Air Corps in China. No one there would ever 
have thought for one moment of attempting to 
take off from a run-way in an airplane which was 
known to be so over-loaded with cargo that it 
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simply could not fly. Before trying to fly the 
plane, the excess cargo first would have been re- 
moved. 


Yet we in the Southern Presbyterian denomina- 
tion have been trying unsuccessfully, year after 
year, to fly an over-loaded airplane, speaking from 
the viewpoint of evangelism, without showing any 
willingness whatsoever on our part to remove any 
of the excess cargo; in fact, through the process 
of rationalizing, we have almost succeeded in con- 
vincing ourselves that it is perfectly all right for 
all of the cargo on the airplane to remain exactly 
where it is. In our efforts at revival we have been 
like a man who tries to drive his automobile with 
the emergency brake half-way on—a lot of energy 
has been expended, but not much forward progress 
has been made. We have attempted to hold a re- 
vival each year without first paying the price and 
fulfilling the necessary conditions. We have tried 
to conduct evangelical meetings and at the same 
time we have insisted on maintaining the usual 
“status quo’’ in our churches; we have become so 
used to our customary status of being moral and 
respectable (without, however, being fully dedi- 
cated or deeply spiritual) that we have been un- 
willing to break with Presbyterian complacency 
in order to make a fuller self-surrender to Christ. 
We have flatly refused to lead separated lives. We 
have wanted to hold a great revival without first 
repenting of our own worldliness. 


Worldliness is deeply rooted among us at the 
present time. And it is not confined to the people 
in the back pews only, for it abounds among the 
top leaders in our churches. Recently one of the 
most prominent and able ministers in our denomi- 
nation remarked: ‘“‘Worldliness is rampant both 
among the ministers and the elders.’’ Another out- 
standing Presbyterian minister, who has been very 
active in opposing some of the recent tendencies 
toward Modernism in our denomination, stated 
a few weeks ago: “I have long since been convinced 
that one of the great things we need to fight in 


our church today is worldliness in every form.. 


Certainly, we want to expose false doctrine. How- 
ever, some of our men who are preaching the 
right doctrine and who are exposing false doctrine 
are not ready to fight worldliness in our churches.”’ 


Now one of our nation’s leading evangelists once 
remarked that the ship’s place is in the water, but 
the water’s place is outside the ship. If you ever 
let the water get inside the ship, it plays havoc 
with the ship. Similarly, he said, the church’s place 
is in the world, but the world’s place is outside the 
church. If you let the world get inside the church, 
it always plays havoc with the church. | 


Today there is a desperate need for the South- 
ern Presbyterian denomination to get the world 
out of its churches, and then get its churches out 
into the world, with a consistent Christian testi- 
mony and a burning zeal to win the lost for 
Christ. 


Do we really want a great revival in our 
churches? If so, we can have one, and we can have 
it now. There is no mystery about how it can be 
accomplished. Many sane, sensible evangelists who 
have been mightily used by the Holy Spirit in ef- 
fective revival work have indicated how to pro- 
ceed. Their statements may have differed as to 
wording, but the substance of their statements 
has always been the same. 
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_or community. I have given this 
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Perhaps no one in recent years has indicated 
the proper procedure with more clarity and brevity 
than did the late Dr. R. A. Torrey, D.D. Dr. 
Torrey, who was educated at Yale University and 
at the Universities of Leipzig and Erlanger in 
Germany, was used powerfully by the Holy Spirit 
in successful evangelical work in this country, in 
Great Britain, on the Continent, in the Australian 
area, in Japan, in China, and India, during the 
closing years of the recent century and the first 
quarter of the present one. 


Dr. Torrey once outlined in very clear and 
simple language the conditions which must be 
fulfilled in order to have a great revival. He 
stated (the underscoring is my own, and not Dr. 
Torry’s): “I can give a prescription that will bring 
a revival to any church or community or any city 


“First, let a few Christians (they need not be 
many) get thoroughly right with God themselves. 
This is the prime essential! If this is not done, the 
rest that I am to say will come to nothing. 


“Second, let them bind themselves together in 
a revival until God 
opens the heavens and comes down. 


“Third, let them put themselves at the disposal 
of God for Him to use as He sees fit in winning 
others to Christ. That is all! 


“This is sure to bring a revival to any church 
prescription 
around the world. It has been taken by many 
churches and many communities, and in no in- 
stance has it ever failed; and it cannot fail!’ 


Are we Southern Presbyterians willing to try, 
in all earnestness and sincerity, Dr. Torrey’s rec- 
ommendation or some similar plan for revival? 


May God’s own Holy Spirit so move our hearts 
that everyone of us will be willing to pray: ‘Lord, 
send a great revival, in Jesus’ name! And let it 
begin with me!” 


Dallas Missions Congress 


Dallas was host on November 11 and 12 to one 
of the thirty-six regional conferences sponsored 
by the Foreign Missions Council of North America. 
Dr. Ralph E. Diffendoffer spoke to a great inter- 
denominational gathering on Thursday night at the 
First Methodist Church. 


The Presbyterian Section of the Conference, 
with Dr. Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., as chairman, carried 
out the following program: 12:15 P.M.—A joint 
luncheon of U. S. and U. S. A. representatives, 
honoring Dr. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary 
of Foreign Missions and Moderator of the General 
Assembly; 2:30 P.M.—Echoes from Columbus, 
Mrs. Fred G. Leideker; 3:00 P.M.—Planning for 
the Mission Season, a seminar conducted by Dr. 
D. J. Cumming, Educational Secretary; 5:00 P.M. 
—Missions Today, Dr. C. Darby Fulton; 6:00 
P.M.—A dinner at the First Church honoring Dr. 
Fulton and attended by 350 Presbyterians from 
the City of Dallas and other parts of Texas. 


There were representatives present not onl 
from the Dallas area but from as far away 4 
Lubbock and Austin. 
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DECATUR 


the best Christian atmosphere. 


A college for women with the highest educational recognition which earnestly seeks to maintain 


Its enrollment for September, 1949, is already advanced. Applicants should file papers early. 
A competitive contest with important awards is offered each year. 


For Information Address: President J. R. McCain 


--- GEORGIA 


“Thirty-Four Persons 
Speak For Twenty-Eight 
Million People” 


At its meeting on September 21, 1948, the 
Executive Committee of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America spoke for twenty- 


five National denominations, comprising more than 


140,000 local congregations with a total communi- 


cant membership of more than twenty-eight million. 


The Executive Committee of the Council is made 


up of 88 principals and 53 alternates as shown by. 
the Annual Report of 1948. At the meeting of 


the Executive Committee on September 21, there 
were only 34 members present. In other words, out 
of a total of 141 persons designated by their re- 
spective denominations .as representatives to the 
Executive Committee, only 34 were present. 77 


regrets for necessary absence were received from 
| designated members of the Excutive Committee. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church was not repre- 


sented. 


. According to the By-laws of the Council as shown 
in the Annual Report of 1945, Article IV, Execu- — 


tive Committee, Section 2, a quorum of the Execu- 
tive Committee consists of 15 members represent- 
Inz at least five denominations. Therefore, 15 mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee have authority to 
speak officially and commit the Southern Presby- 
terlan Church and 24 other denominations, with a 


total communicant membership of more than 


twenty-eight million, to economic, political, social 
and racial objectives. 


A majority of the 34 persons present at the 
meeting of the Executive Committee last Septem- 
er voted to approve a statement issued on July 
23, 1948 by Mr. Charles P. Taft as President of 
the Federal Council, regarding the special session 
of Congress. After stating that the legislators at 
the special Session would probably be asked to deal 
with such matters as civil rights, housing, minimum 
Wages, the spiralling of living costs, FEPC legis- 
lation and federal aid to education, Mr. Taft stated 
and I quote: 


_ “The Federal Council of the Churches of 

hrist in America has taken action on many of 
these issues. It has commended the report of 
The President’s Committee on Civil Rights’ to 
our people ‘as a document worthy of study’ and 
as a notable contribution to our _ progress 
toward a working democracy’ while noting that 


Stained Glass 


Exquisite stained glass windows 
designed and executed to suit the 
architecture of your church. Prices 
vary according to the size and 
intricacy of detail. 

Imported, antique glass and ex- 
pert craftsmanship assure unsur- 
passed beauty. Send for your copy 
of ‘our brochure, ‘“‘Stained Glass.*’ 

‘We can also meet all your needs 
in church furnishings, including 
engrossed Books of Remembrance. 


») 
% 


there may be honest differences of opinion 
upon several of the recommendations concern- 
ing specific procedures. In the interest of hu- 
man welfare and justice the Council has called 
for action on housing, the minimum wage, in- 
flation, non-discrimination in employment and 
to public education.” 


The 384 persons speaking for more than 3,500 
Southern Presbyterian Churches and 24 other 
National denominations, voted to approve the 
statement of Basic Christian Principles and As- 
sumptions in Relation to the Church and Economic 
Life, excerpts from which were published in the 
Christian Observer of November 24, 1948. I quote 
a few excerpts from the Minutes of September 
21, 1948: 


“Inequalities in the distribution of wealth 
and income must be kept under the most 
rigorous moral scrutiny. The Christian must 
give particular emphasis to the fact that seri- 
ous deviations from equality tend to destroy 
fellowship and to undermine equal oppor-— 
tunity. Criticism of inequalities is of special 
importance because those who benefit by in- 
equalities are easily self-deceived when they 
come to justify their own privileges. Some in- 
equalities can be justified because of differ- 
ences of function. It should be recognized that 
there is an unresolved dilemma between the 
emphasis upon equality and the experience 
that indicates that society cannot dispense 
with the incentive for initiative and pro- 
ductivity that is provided when income varies 
with contribution. Christian criticism should 
not deny this experience, but it should ques- 
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tion conventional estimates of contribution. 
It should seek to keep any inequalities that 
may have social justification within the limits 
set by a broad view of justice and by the 
requirements of moral health in. society.” 


The Executive Committee of the Council, at 
its meeting on November 18, 1947 at which 51 
persons were present, 37 of whom were ministers, 
adopted a resolution commending the report of 
President Truman’s Committee on Civil Rights. 
The resolution stated that the Executive Commit- 
tee, and I quote: ‘Views the report on Civil 
Rights made by the President’s Committee, as a 
notable contribution to our progress towards a 
working democracy.’”’ The closing paragraph of 
the resolution reads as follows: ‘‘We earnestly 
hope that the membership of our churches will 
take seriously the challenge issued by the Presi- 
dent’s Committee on Civil Rights.” 
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Officers and other members of more than 3,500 
churches affiliated with the Southern Presby. 
terian Church should seek first-hand information 
regarding the many economic, political, social and 
racial objectives that we are being committed 
to by the powerful Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches. It is a matter that 
should be discussed in the Sessions of all of oy; 
churches and, through our Session, presented to 
the more than 600,000 members of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. When this has been done 
in an intelligent and prayerful way it is safe to 
predict that a large majority of our Presbyteries 
will send overtures to our next General Assembly 
requesting that the Southern Presbyterian Church 
withdraw from the Federal Council of Churches, 


L. E. Faulkner, 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Feb. 6: Jesus’ Early 
Teaching And Healing 


Scripture: Mark 1:14-15, 21-45; Luke 4:16-30. 
Devotional Reading: Luke 4:40-5:3. 


The Fall of Man—SIN—has brought three 
terrible consequences to all men: Ignorance; Dis- 
ease; Captivity. So, when Jesus came to “destroy 
the works of the devil, He had to (1) Teach, 
and Preach, (2) Heal the body and soul (3) De- 
liver from captivity. 


Sin has touched and tainted and corrupted the 
whole man, not simply a part: his mind is twisted 
and crooked, and we have much thinking which 
“does not make sense’’; his body is diseased, and 
we have all manner of sickness and disease; his 
will power has been weakened—he is led captive 
by Satan at his will. Dr. Alexander Whyte, in his 
lecture on Mary Magdalene says that all of us 
have at least “seven devils’ who to us. Dr. 
Whyte was a “sin specialist.”” He rang changes 
on this great subject and no preacher)/probably, 
ever brought more startling, heart-searching, an 


heart-revealing messages on this particular phase 


of Bible truth. 


Our Devotional Reading brings out the three- 
fold nature of Jesus’ early ministry. “Now when 
the sun was setting, all that had any sick with 
diverse diseases brought them unto Him; and He 
laid His hands on every one of them and healed 
them. And devils (demons) also came out of many, 
crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son 
of God. And He rebuking them suffered them 
not to speak: for they knew that He was Christ.— 
And He preached in the synagogues of Galilee.” 


I. His Teaching and Preaching Ministry: Mark 
1:14, 15, 21, 22, 35-39; Luke 4:16-30. 

1. In Mark 1:14, 15, 21 we have some general 
statements concerning His work as Teacher and 
Preacher. 


First, we have the ‘home and Substance of this 
preaching. It is very similar to that of John the 


Baptist: Repent, and Believe the Gospel. John 


emphasized Repentance; Jesus, both Repentance 


and Faith. 
The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is 


_at hand. Now is the time to Repent and Believe, 


for the opportunity is ours. In the prayer, “Thy 
Kingdom come,’”’ we pray that the kingdom of 
Satan may be destroyed, the kingdom Grace ad- 
vanced, ourselves and others brought into it, and 
that the Kingdom of Glory may be hastened. The 
dispensation of the Spirit is here: the Holy Spirit 
says, “Today”. All things are now ready. Our 
business is to go out and compel men to come in. 


To Repent means to “change our minds: change 
our minds about SIN; about GOD; about LIFE. 
In repentance we turn from sin with grief and 
hatred; we turn toward God (here is one differ- 
ence between repentance and remorse; Judas 
seems to have had remorse, but Peter had re- 
pentance) ; we have a full purpose of and endeavor 
after new obedience. We show by new lives that 
our repentance is genuine; we bring forth deeds 
worthy of repentance. Repentance was the con- 
stant cry of the Old Testament Prophets. Nineveh, 
that repented under the preaching of Jonah, is 
a fine example of the real thing, and the blessings 
that follow. 


The world needs this message in our day as 
much as it ever needed it. Only fools make a mock 
of Sin, and yet the whole world seems to 
“laughing at sin.’”’ We treat it as a “joke.” 


To Believe means far more than simply to give 
intellectual assent. There is the element of Trust, 
of Commitment. Saving Faith is the faith that 
receives and rests upon Christ alone for salvation 
as He is offered to us as Prophet, Priest, and 
King. We Believe His teaching; we accept His 
sacrificial work of Redemption; we pledge our al- 
legiance to Him as Lord and Master. : 


Repent, and Believe is still the Old Old Theme 
for every true preacher. We are God’s Ambass# 
dors and we must proclaim His message as simply, 
as persistently, as persuasively, and as passi0B- 
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gtely a we can, beeeching men to be reconciled 
to God. 


2, In Luke 4:16-30 we have a sample of one of 
His sermons. 


“As his custom was: what an example He set in 
His attendance -oaey the worship in the syna- 
gogue! He knew that His enemies were there; He 
knew that hypocrites were there; but He also 
knew that His Father was there. 


He reads the Scripture, selecting a passage from 
Isaiah 61:1-2, one of the great Messianic Prophe- 
cies. He did not waste time on some two or three 
Isaiah theory, as some of our modern preachers 
do. His acceptance of the one Isaiah settles the 


' question, it seems to me. 


In these verses we have a very beautiful Sum- 
mary of His work. He, the Messiah, is to preach 
the good news to the poor, proclaim release to the 
captives, and recovery of sight to the blind; to 
set at liberty those who are oppressed and pro- 
claim the acceptable year of the Lord. The selec- 
tion of this Old Testament Scripture is very sig- 


nificant, and also the place where He stopped. 


After reading, Jesus said, “‘Today is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 


The effect of the sermon was remarkable. At 


first, “All spoke well of Him, and wondered at 
the gracious words which proceeded out of His 
mouth.” Then they began to question, and when 
He compared them to Old Testament examples, 
they were filled with wrath and rose up and put 
Him out of the city and tried to kill Him. “But 
passing through the midst of them He went His 
way.’ 


Preaching of the truth often angers wnregen- 
erate and unbelieving men. Unless they do “Re- 
pent and Believe’? they will often do as these 
people of Nazareth did—try to injure or kill the 
Messenger. If men treated the greatest Teacher 
and Preacher in this shameful way, we need not 
be surprised at their treatment of mere men. 


Il. His Healing Ministry: Mark 1:29-34; 40:40- 
45. Verses 32-34 give us another Summary: “All 
who were sick,’”’ “And He healed many.” Verses 29- 
* give the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law, of 
ever. 


Verses 40-45 relate the story of the cleansing 
of the Leper. Leprosy is a type of sin. Notice the 
Compassion of Jesus—He reached out His hand 
and touched him. The lepers were the “untouch- 
ables.” In another place we are told that ‘“‘as many 
as touched Him were made perfectly whole.” 
Here Jesus takes the initiative and touches the 
leper. See, too, how careful Jesus was to make 
him observe the law of Moses; also how the leper 
did not obey the injunction to “say nothing to 
anyone,” but spread the news far and wide. 


Before we leave this section on Healing, we 
might well ask the question, Why did Jesus heal 
the bodies of sick people? There are at least three 
good reasons: (1) as a “sign’’, or credential, that 
ie was what He claimed to be, the Son of God, 
Believe Me because of the works that I do,” 
(2), because of His Compassion; He pitied them, 
and since He could, He relieved their suffering, 
(3) to show all these people that He, the Great 
Physician, had the power, the right, the authori 

Pou, to forgive sin—to heal their sin-sic 


Austin Seminary 
REMINDS YOU OF THE 


1949 Mid-Winter Lectures 


BY THESE 


Outstanding Leaders In 


Christendom 


“Christ 
And 
Culture” 


DR. H. RICHARD 
NEIBUHR 


“Toward An 

Evangelical 
Christian 
Nurture” 


DR. E.G. 
HOMRIGHAUSEN 


‘The Cross 
In The Straits 
Of The Soul” 


January 31 To February 4 


Write... 
Dr. David L. Stitt ... President 


Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary 


Austin ... Texas 


for additional information 


q 

500 
by- 
tion 
tted & 

the & 

hat 

our 

ern 
lone 
by 
ably 
rch 

ohn 
eve, 
int 
Our 

re- 
18 

ngs DR. W. M. ALSTON 

ock 

be 
ust, 

hat 

ion 
and 

His 
al- 


Page 14 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Jan. 15, 1949 


RUINS OF OUR SEMINARY PROPERTY IN JAPAN 


Total Goal for and Expansion $4, 000, 000 


Raised to Date 


by war and despair. 
Sorrow and weeping are being ints joy and laughter. 


@ New buildings are rising from the ashes of the old, 

BRE © Hospitals are resuming. their work of mercy, a | 

Schools are once more offering and 

@ Churches are open again. 
@ Grateful congregations are iting their songs of hang 


1,000,000 


URGENTLY NEEDED . $3,000, 000 


*THE WEEK OF PRAYER AND DENIAL JANUARY - FEBRUARY 6, 1949 
‘Presbyterian Program of Progress, 803 Henry Atlanta, Georgia. 


The various kinds of diseases healed by Jesus 
are vivid illustrations of the various sorts of sins 
in the world. Sin is sometimes like a fever; it 
burns and scorches us (See David’s description 
in Psalm 32; he is like a man burning up with 
fever); sometimes it is like leprosy, foul and 
loathsome; sometimes it seems to paralyze all our 
senses; sometimes it makes people deaf or dumb 
or lame or blind. No matter what form sin takes, 
sagt ad ag Physician can cure us, if we will come 
o Him. 


III. His Casting Out Demons: 1:21-28; 34, 39. 
See also Dev. Read. This is not to be confused 
with, or taken for, the ordinary diseases of man- 
kind. A very clear distinction is made. 


Demon possession is an evidence of the abject 
slavery of men when they are dominated by Satan 
or his “demons’’. The devil possesses some men 
in a very marked way. (See the Gadarene De- 
moniacs) When Jesus was here in person there 
was an “epidemic” of this sort of thing. This 
was natural, for the devil was doing his utmost 
to hurt. Missionaries tell of demon possession in 
China and Africa. How can we otherwise ex- 
plain the awful crimes of our own land? This is 
a most interesting and fruitful field for study. 


Lesson For Feb. 13: Jesus 
Faces Opposition 


Scripture: Mark 2:1 - 3:6. Devotional Reading: 
Luke 11:37-46. 


It would seem that One “Who went about 
doing good,’ would never have any opposition, 
but strange as it may seem, this is not the case. 
Satan and wicked men always oppose all good, and 
all those who go about doing good.” “Mud. 
slinging” is not confined to political campaigns; 
Martin Luther was “smeared” by the church of 
his time, and a great many people still remen- 
ber and believe these lies; John Calvin, likewise, 
and practically all the Reformers, were treated 
in the same way. Jesus was far more than 4 
Reformer; He was the incarnate Son of God; but 
the religious leaders of His day said as many 
mean things about Him as they possibly could. 
Those who opposed Him were not the bad people, 
ng those wae pretended to be the best men of 
all. 


Envy tel jealousy had a great deal to do with 
this hostility: Pilate recognized that “‘for envy they 
had delivered Him.” These men were the nominal 
religious leaders of their nation and they did not 
have the humility or the grace to look with favor 
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Baker Presents A Tenth Anniversary Edition 


-BARNES’ NOTES on the NEW TESTAMENT 


A Practical And Explanatory Commentary By Albert Barnes 


eA FAVORITE COMMENTARY of Sunday 
School Teachers, Mission Workers, Study 
Classes, Pastors, and Laymen. 


@ENJOYS INTERDENOMINATIONAL USE 
AND ACCLAIM. 


®@REPRINT OF THE LATEST AND BEST 
EDITION. 


® OVER TWO MILLION COPIES SOLD IN 
PREVIOUS EDITIONS. 


® CLEAR, ENLARGED, READABLE TYPE on 
Page 513 by 814 inches. 


® ELEVEN HANDSOME MATCHING VOLUMES 
in Reinforced Binding. Gray Tone with Title 
in Gold on Red. 


Reasonably Priced and Issued on a Book-A-Month Schedule during 1949 


to Facilitate Purchase by Buyers of Modern Means 
CUT HERE 


JANUARY—Matt. & Mark. 424 Pages $3.00 
FEBRUARY—Luke & John. 418 Pages $3.00 
MARCH—Acts. 401 Pages $3.00 
APRIL—Romans. 349 Pages $3.00 
MAY—I Corinthians. 351 Pages $3.00 
JUNE—II Cor. & Gal. 401 Pages $3.00 
JULY—Eph., Phil. & Col. 292 Pages $3.00 


AUGUST—tThess., Tim., Titus & Phil. 314 Pages ....... $3.00 
SEPTEMBER—Hebrews. 332 Pages i $3.00 


OCTOBER—Jas., Peter, John & Jude. 416 Pages ....... $3.00 Name 
NOVEMBER—Revelation. 500 Pages $3.50 
BAKER BOOK HOUSE City 
1019 Wealthy St., S.E. Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Zone State 
CUT HERE 


8 as send the volumes I have checked as they are 


[] Please reserve complete sets of 
Barnes’ Notes and mail the volumes to me as issued. 


Enclosed $ 
Send C.0O.D 


Charge my Account 


upon anyone who threatened to take this place 
of leadership from them. Then, too, Jesus rebuked 
them openly and severely for their sham and hy- 
pocrisy, and wicked men do not like to be “called 
down.” A couple of society women were over- 
heard to say, as they left a revival meeting, ‘“‘Why 
that man actually called us “sinners.”’ 


Their opposition took several forms: they ques- © 


tioned His authority and claims; they found fault 
with Him for eating with publicans and sinners, 
and even for eating with “unwashed” hands, (see 
Dev. Read.); they criticized His attitude towards 
the Sabbath Day. 


I, Opposition to Him on account of His Claims: 


Mark 2:1-12, or The Healing of the Paralytic. 


——— are many interesting features to this 
story. | 


We see an evidence of the immense popularity 
of Jesus among the ordinary people, for there 
was “no longer room for them, not even about 
the door.” 


We also see the utter helplessness of the man 
who was “bourne of four.” 


Then there is the act of thoughtful kindness 
on the part of this man’s four friends. Can we 
not draw a lesson from this part of the story? 
Should not every unsaved man have at least four 
Christian friends who will do their utmost to 
Ting him to Jesus? Of course the man himself 
has to be willing to come, but are we doing all we 
can to “compel them to come’? Suppose we were 
all as much concerned for the sin-sick souls of 
our neighbors as these men were concerned about 


the paralyzed body of their friend; would not 
more of them be saved? 


These men were not easily discouraged or 
turned aside from their purpose. Are not we tempt- 
ed to give up when some obstacle appears? These 
men removed the roof: they were not afraid to do 
an unusual thing: Moody often did, when he was 
trying to get men saved. We often feel “‘too em- 
barrassed’”’ to do the unconventional thing, and 
will sometimes find fault with those who use 
unusual methods in order to arouse sinners. 
Would not many of us call a Jonathan Edwards 
a fanatic, if he were to appear in our midst? 


Jesus’ word to this man is well worth study: 
‘Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.’”’ The most terrible 
part of this man’s trouble was not his paralyzed 
body, but his twisted and numbed soul. Is this 
fact always kept in mind by social, humanitarian, 
or even Christian workers? It is well to minister 
to the diseased bodies of our fellow-men: it is 
better to minister to their souls. : 


Now we: come to the opposition of the scribes. 
Why does this man speak thus? It is blasphemy! 
Who can forgive sins but God only? Their funda- 
mental and tragic mistake was in not recognizing 
that Jesus was God. They would have been right, 
if He had been a mere man, for no man has the 
authority to forgive sins; we can only declare them 
forgiven when men meet the conditions laid down 
in the Word of God—Repentance and Faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

Jesus’ answer is characteristic and conclusive. 
No one could see whether the man’s sins were for- 
given, but all could see if he was cured in body, 
so He heals his body as a sign that his soul was 
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healed. “Rise, take up your pallet and walk. The 
man immediately took up his pallet and went out 
before them all, thus demonstrating that Jesus, as 
God, had the authority on earth to forgive sins. 
We never saw anything like this, said those who 
witnessed this miracle. The healing of the sick 
man’s soul was certainly as great a miracle as the 
restoring of health to his body. We have suc 

miracles occurring every day. . 


II. Opposition because of His Eating with Publi- 
cans and Sinners: 13-17. 


Levi was a Publican; he was called to follow 
Jesus, and shortly afterwards made a feast where 
many tax-gatherers and sinners were reclining 
at the table with Jesus and His disciples. 


The scribes‘and Pharisees raise this objection; 
Why does He eat and drink with Publicans and 
sinners? They scorned both: the tax-collectors be- 
cause they had “sold out” to Rome; the sinners 
because of their evil lives and reputation. 


Jesus’ answer is most illuminating. He compares 
Himself with a doctor. Where do you expect to 
find a doctor? Enjoying the fellowship of well 
people, or ministering to those who need him? 
Now, the Scribes and Pharisees were just as sick 
—although with a different form of disease— 
as these they despised, but they did not see their 
need, while these others did see and feel it. ‘‘All 
the fitness He requireth, is to feel our need of 


Him.”’ The hardest class in the world to reach is | 


the self-righteous; the “up-and outs.” 


Jesus did not associate with Publicans and sin- 
ners because He enjoyed their society, or would 
in any way take part in their evil deeds. These 
sesame and women, however, needed His healing 
ouch. 


The power of the Lord was present to heal the 
doctors of the law, also, but they were too proud, 
too self-righteous, too critical, too unbelieving, 
to be healed. 


Sometimes we hear it said that the Presbyterian 
Church does not appeal to certain “classes’”’ of 
people. If there is any truth in this statement, 
then let us with shame and deep confession of our 
sin, correct our attitude. If our Savior received 
sinners and ate with them, then there is some- 
thing fatally wrong with us if we do not “appeal’’ 
to these “‘outcasts.’”’ God says, “I will gather the 
outcasts of Israel,’ and they are being gathered 
in by the denominations that are growing by 
leaps and bounds. Let us “give the lie” to this 
“slur” upon our Church, and prove that we are a 
bunch of the One Church—the Church of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. | 


III. Opposition Because of His Attitude toward 
the Sabbath: 2:23 - 3:6. 


The Scribes and Pharisees had made the Sab- 
bath a burden instead of a blessing. They had 
added all sorts of silly rules and “traditions’’ to 
the command, Remember the Sabbath Day to keep 
it Holy. They forgot that there are works of 
necessity and mercy, and that when there is a 
seeming conflict between two laws, the higher law 
supercedes the lower. 


The law of life—of satisfying hunger—is one 
of Nature’s laws, and this means God’s laws. 


David, whom they revered, did not hesitate to 
break a rule concerning the shew-bread when he 
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and his soldiers hungered. As He reminded they 
elsewhere, they themselvs would pull an ox or a 
ass out of the ditch on the Sabbath Day. 


The first instance is typical of their unreagop. 
able position. They find fault with the disciple 
because they plucked and ate some of the grain a 
they were passing through the fields. They cop. 
sidered this to be “threshing grain.’’ 


The next is the case of the man in the syna. 
gogue with the withered hand. He puts the que; 
tion to them, answering the unspoken criticisp 
which He knew was lurking in their minds, “J, 
it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, 
to save life, or to kill?” For Him to refuse t 
heal this man would be to do harm, to kill rathe 
than save. So He healed the man. 


Immediately the Pharisees held counsel with the 
Herodians how to destroy Him: joining forces 
with their rivals and bitter enemies. : 


The unreasonableness of their opposition is seep 
in all the different aspects of that opposition, 
Envy was back of it all. These examples were but 
the occasion, not the real cause of their enmity. 


Young People’s Department 


Young People’s Vesper Topics 
For January 31, 1949 


Show Your Passport 


A Presbyterian leader recently said that 350 
million Chinese will fall into the hands of the Con- 
munists unless something is done soon. If that oc- 
curred, there would then be 350 million potential 
enemies of the United States. 


A missionary in China writes home describing 
little children who have been starved and scarred 
in order that they might be better beggars. Surely 
from a humanitarian point of view, there is much 
that can be done for China’s millions. However, in 
the spiritual realm there is even more that we owe 
them for several reasons. 


1. The need of their souls. Jer. 17:9; Rom. 3:23; 
John 3:18. 


2. The shortness of the time. Rom. 13 :11-14; 
I Pet. 4:7. 


8. The command of Christ. Matt. 28:18-20; 
Acts 1:8. 


4. Missions are the only way. Rom. 10:13-15. 


The realization of their need for the Lord Jesus 
is our passport to China or any other mission field. 
We can show our passport in three ways: by our 
prayers, by our gifts, and, if God wills, by our 
actual presence there as missionaries. 


Vesper Topics For February 
Feb. 6: Topic - A Stockholder In Kashing 


Introduction 


The Young People have a part in the Presbyte- 
rian Program of Progress, as well as the older peo 
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le. Their Foreign Mission Financial Objective is 
the Kashing Hospital in China. January and the 
frst week of February is the period scheduled for 
sudying about, praying for and giving to Foreign 
Missions. Following other Foreign Mission topics 
on the later Sundays of January, the first meeting 
for February is set apart for emphasis upon the ob- 
jective for our young people. Our magazine, “Pres- 
byterian Youth,’ makes some comprehensive sug- 
gestions aS to carrying through a ““stockholder’s 
meeting.” 
Spiritual Basis 

One of the favorite Sunday School songs of 
other years contained these words: “The Great 
Physician now is here, the sympathizing Jesus. He 
stoops the drooping heart to cheer; O hear the 
voice of Jesus.” Our missionary policy has been 
divinely led in the undertaking to heal the physical 
body of men and women and boys and girls, out of 
sympathy for the sick and injured, but, more im- 
portant, aS a preparation of human minds and 
hearts to receive healing for the soul. The words 
of the song, quoted above, seem to combine the 
ideas of physical and spiritual healing. Jesus can 
and does do both. He can do it directly, without 
human assistance, but seems usually to choose to 
have the help of surrendered men and women. 


Have someone, or several persons, to read the 
scripture passages which set forth “The Great 
veg Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Acts 
1:8. 
Suggestions 


You will find the outline for the ‘‘stockholder’s 
meeting’ in ‘“‘Presbyterian Youth” an interesting 
and helpful “body” for your meeting. The better 
prepared the “readers” for this program are, the 
more lively will be the meeting. Getting prepared 
involves familiarizing yourself with the material 
you are to present. In the meeting be alert, know 
when your time to join in the discussion arrives, 
don’t have to be prompted or “‘waked up,” for that 
will sow down the meeting and lessen the interest 
and attractiveness of the program. 


Remember that taking an offering for the ob- 
jective shares with enlarged information and quick- 
ened interest as one of the purposes of tonight’s 
meeting. Perhaps it would be well to check ahead 
of time, or get your Counsellor to do so, as to how 
your offering will fit in with the entire financial 
policy of your local Church. 


Next Sunday, What and Who? What is to be the 
topic a week from now? Who will be in charge of 
the program? A series of discussions on our Pro- 
testant beliefs is to begin; special emphasis is in 
order—and special preparation! 


Feb. 13: Does It Matter? 


Introduction 


‘We begin tonight a series of four programs upon 
some basic “doctrines” that go to make up our 
Protestant faith. Suggested topics for study in- 
clude: God, the Trinity, predestination, and so on. 
These four meetings for tonight and three follow- 
ing Sundays, will be almost wasted unless careful 
Preparation is made. The Minister or some other 
Well-informed Adult can be consulted with profit. 


A Basic Consideration 


The first of the four topics deals with the ques- 
tion as to whether it makes any difference whether 


a person believes or doesn’t believe. Ask yourself 
whether, after all, it is possible for a person “not 
to believe.” Is it not true that every thinking mind 
must believe something? The “something” may or 
may not be a truth, it may be just a prejudice, but 
is it not true that unless a person’s mind is a va- 
cuum, he or she must of necessity believe some- 
thing? 


Then, what is the relation between believing and 
acting? Is there any relationship? If there is a re- 
lationship, then it does matter what a person be- 
lieves. We have had a lot of “smart-aleck” and un- 
thinking effort to discount the value of “creeds.” 
In some quarters we hear ridicule attempted with 
regard to those who have a “creed.’”? Our word 
“creed” is just our form or development of the 
Latin ‘“‘credo,’”’ which means, “I believe.’”? A person 
who says, “I have no creed,” simply is saying, “‘I 
do not believe anything,” and that is not true. A 
person who disclaims having a creed contradicts 
himself, for he is saying, “‘I believe that a person 
should not believe anything.”’ 


Creeds do matter, for action springs from what 
we believe. The effort to level off all creeds to “the 
least common denominator” is futile, and can be 
deadly; in fact, perhaps this is one explanation for 
the presence and growth of evil in our land and 
the world. Where there is bad theology there is 


bad moral life. 


Protestants, Catholics and Jews have many in- 
terests in common, but in theology these three 
groups have some differences that are fundamental 
and continuing. If “God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself,” as Protestants rightly be- 
lieve the Bible to teach, then we unavoidably must 
steadfastly refuse to give this up, on the ill- 
advised plea for “unity.”’ Such truths are the 


-Christian’s vital breath. 


Someone has well said that we should “believe 
our beliefs and doubt our doubts.” To get mixed 
and believe our doubts and doubt our beliefs, will 
be fatal if we continue in that way. If we do not 
really believe our beliefs, someone will lead us 
away from them and make us followers of their 
false and fatal way. If these four studies make us 
better able to “give a reason for the faith that is 
in us,” the series will be well worthwhile. The pos- 
— for such are here; make the most of 
them 


Suggestions 


The “true-false’”’ test suggested by ‘“‘Presbyterian 
Youth” should enliven the meeting. Some of the 
suggested questions might be omitted— it seems to 
us that some of them need explanation and dis- 
cussion that you might not have time for in one, 
or four, meeting hours. If you are to follow the 
good suggestion to supply all members with a copy 
of the Shorter Catechism, perhaps an order should 


be sent in promptly for these, to the Presbyterian 


Committee, Richmond, Va. Your Pastor will have 
the Catechism bound with his copy of the Con- 
fession of Faith; and he may have some material 
to help you in studying the answers to the ques- 
Numbers 5, 6, 7, 138, 14, 21, 30 
an ‘ 


Next Sunday, what and who? The discussion of 
doctrines will get under way next week. Announce 
who will lead that meeting, and outline one or two 
points to pique the interest of the members in 
being on hand. 3 
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The 1949 Birthday Objective Of 
The Women Of The Church 


Much interest is being manifested by the Women 
of the Church in the 1949 Birthday Objective, 
through which their gifts will go to many parts of 
the world. This year’s twofold Objective is to 
strengthen our mission work in Brazil and to aid 
the work of the American Bible Society. On the 
basis of a $115,000.00 Gift the money will be pro- 
portionately allocated as follows: 


$25,000.00: The American Bible Society for the 
distribution of the Bible overseas. 


$75,000.00: North Brazil Mission for projects 
presented by that Mission. 


$10,000.00: The Presbyterian Church in Brazil 
for its church paper, “O Puritano.” — 


$5,000.00: East Brazil Mission for Young Peo- 
ple’s Work. | 


All over $115,000.00 to be designated for project 
or projects in the list of askings of the Brazil Mis- 
sions for the Program of Progress. 


How glowing the challenge presented by a mere 
reading of that list! To send the Word of God to 
men and women in Japan, Korea, Germany, Af- 
rica, tension spots to which the Gospel must go 
now; and to further evangelical work in the great 
nation to the south of us—magnificent indeed 
should be the response of our women. 


Each of these projects represent incalculable in- 
vestments in the Kingdom. The $75,000.00 request- 


ed by the North Brazil Mission is designated for . 


the following: 


1. Construction of a Bible Institute in which 
more young people, both men and women, will be 
trained for full-time Christian work. 


2. More adequate provision for the Seminary at 
Recife. This is one of the two Presbyterian Semi- 
naries in Brazil, the other being in Sao Paulo, 
1,500 miles from Recife. 


3. A missionary residence at Fortaleza, a center 


in which some degree of comfort and security can 


be given our missionaries, and from which can ra- 
diate Gospel activities. 


Dona Cecilia Siqueira, that great lady of Brazil, 
has requested aid for “O Puritano,” and her re- 
quest is endorsed by the Moderator and the Stated 
Clerk of the Presbyterian Church in Brazil. Of this 
publication Benjamin Moraes, Jr., Stated Clerk of 
that Church, says: ‘Our paper is the sentinel of the 
Presbyterian Church. Through it thousands of souls 
hear the voice of the Lord and join Him.” 


And surely there can be no more fruitful field 
than that of Young People’s Work. Christian youth 
in Brazil stands eager for service—needing only 
the materials with which to implement that service. 


The Program of Progress projects represent 
great opportunities for advance. They will be se- 


oman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


lected by the Committee on Woman’s Work in con. 
ference with the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions. | 


The 1949 Birthday Objective—significant chal- 
lenge in a significant year! 


Prayer Vigil For Missions 


As a Secretary of Spiritual Life and Evangelism 
I was much concerned about the program and par- 
ticipation during the special Week of Prayer and 
Self-denial in our Church. 


This special season in past years had been at- 
tended by a very small group. I felt something in a 
change of program might create a real concern and 
prayer and responsibility. After talking with my 
‘pastor, I made plans for a Prayer Vigil to be ob- 
served in the home, office, school or elsewhere. The 
Vigil was to be kept on November 3, from 8:00 
A.M. to 8:00 P.M., with prayer every 15 minutes’ 
interval. This would be 48 15-minute periods 
through the day. 


Vigil cards were prepared. I used different bright 
colored construction paper and made four sets of 
48 each set: 8:00 to 8:15; 8:15 to 8:30; 8:30 to 
8:45; 8:45 to 9:00; and so on. These were offered 
to those who would promise to keep their vigil at 
their appointed time. The plan was presented to 
the women at the general meeting of the Women 
of the Church, also at the close of the Sunday 
morning church service. The result was that 148 
persons, including men, women and young people, 
were praying this day from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
for the cause of Home Missions and its support. 


Mrs. George H. Best, 
Ruffner Memorial Church, 
Charleston, West Virginia. 


Bibanga Hospital’s New Look 
By Rev. Conway T. Wharton, D.D.* 


The original medical buildings of Edna Kellers- 
berger Memorial Hospital at Bibanga were erecte 
in 1923. To these a dispensary built of stone and 
two wards for hospitalized patients were added 
some ten years later. Since that time there has 
been no new construction work and little alteration 
and repair. During the years since 1940 five of 
them have seen no resident doctor at Bibanga and 
the work and installation have declined in pro- 
portion. 


But the Program of Progress has given a shot in 
the arm to Bibanga’s medical efforts. Already there 
is a “new look” about the place and the work 
among the natives is borrowing energy from it an 
growing apace. First of all renovation work was 
put on the dispensary which had become pretty 
well riddled with one of the curses of this land— 
termites. A pharmacy was provided from which the 
head medical boy can dispense his medicines to the 
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various departments, and a room was also re- 
arranged for the giving of our many injections for 
sleeping sickness, liver worms, filaria affections, 
and other diseases. Then another building was 
renovated and into it was moved an enlarged labor- 
atory in which we perform our routine examina- 
tions With added bacteriological and serological 
tests. A class room was set aside for the student 
nurses With blackboard and desks provided. Here 
the prospective helpers of years to come are re- 
ceiving increasing theoretical instruction in their 
chosen profession—an activity long neglected on 
the Mission. 


In another building a large room was remodeled 
to provide adequate storage space for drugs and 
surgical equipment. The tiny windows covered by 
wooden shutters were knocked out and large pane- 
glass windows installed to allow light and air to 
enter.. Substantial shelves and cupboards were in- 
troduced and even a porcelain basin from the for- 
eign country and running water! . | 


Probably the most. extensive effort to date has 


been the construction of a large building between 
the two wards and connected with each one, to 
provide for more adequate and hygienic sanitary 
facilities. This is always one of the most difficult 
problems connected with medical work in this 
country and we are hoping that this construction 
which is now almost completed will solve ours. 


We are also delighted that the days of hauling a 
patient in his bed from the ward to the operating 
room and back again are almost gone! Heretofore 
it has been necessary for four nurses to grasp a 
bed at its four legs and awkwardly carry bed and 
occupant across the uneven ground to the oper- 
ating room. But now cement runways are making 
their appearance and before long the natives will 
approach their operations in a dignified and ap- 
proved manner—on the wheel-stretcher. 


But buildings and construction work are not the 
only Program of Progress results that meet the eye 
at Bibanga. The laboratory sports a brand-new 
microscope to augment others that are now grow- 
ing old and feeble in the service, and a second one 
is already on its way from the States. The oper- 
ating room is graced by a lovely new machine 
which provides nasal sprays, ether vaporization for 
operations, and suction for drainage in surgical 
procedures. A high frequency electric cautery has 
not yet been received but is already in the Congo 
and will be a big help in a number of operative pro- 
cedures. An operating room light has been ordered 
and will- replace the feeble ordinary electric bulbs 
operated at 32 volts which have illuminated opera- 
tions to date. A new surgical scrub basin is en 
route and will eliminate the accidents of contami- 
nation which occur when rubbing up against the 
wall or other objects while scrubbing at an ordinary 
faucet. A badly needed fracture bed to provide ade- 
quate care of those with broken bones requiring 
traction over long periods of time will soon arrive. 


Thanks to the consecration of an aroused home 
Church and the beneficence of a loving Heavenly 
Father Bibanga Hospital is just one of the many 
departments of our Foreign Mission effort which is 
receiving a new look and a new boost in these days. 
We trust that it will also bring to us a new chal- 
lenge, a new inspiration, a new dedication and a 
lew day for the Church among the peoples of the 

ongo. 


*Missionary in Mutoto, Africa. 


Ce 


ine thee Garden of Memor 


An ideal way to perpetuate one’s Christian influ- 
ence, or the memory of a loved one, is to establish 
a permanent fund on the books of the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually to the 
support of Foreign Missions—a perennial contri- 
bution in your name or in that of your loved one. 


- Permanent funds may be started with a small 


amount and additional deposits made from time to 
time as convenient. 


Your Foreign Mission Committee, its officers and 
employees, pledge themselves to strive earnestly to 
meet the responsibility placed in their hands in 
making your gift accomplish the utmost for His 
Kingdom around the world. 


For particulars regarding such gifts and how 
they are made and used, write: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 

FOREIGN MISSIONS 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O: Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Bibles For Japan 
By Mrs. Leighton M. McCutchen 


Assistant To Educational Secretary 
Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 


“Every girl in the Methodist Girls’ School of 
Hiroshima has a Bible and is studying it.’’ This 
is a statement made by Takuo Matsumoto, principal 
of the Methodist School that suffered such a 
devastating loss in the first atomic blast. Sixteen 
hundred girls studying the Bible!’ 


“Something interesting has happened in 
connection with those packages—that may 
have a sequel. A week or so ago I received 
a long letter in Japanese from one of the 
mail clerks in the central post office in Na- | 
goya. In it he said that he had had to rewrap 
a package addressed to me because it had 
come open. In the package was an English 
Bible. He had been very anxious to get a copy 
of the Bible because he and a few friends 
wanted to read and study it. The letter was a 
long epistle about the influence of commu- 
nism and interest in material things while he 
felt the secret of life was in spiritual under- 
standing. He wanted to know if I would sell 
him that Bible. We have answered his letter 
and I have told him to come to see me when 
I get back to Nagoya. We just can’t keep in 
Bibles and Testaments, and if anybody ever 
wants to know what they can do for us, tell 
them C3 our need for English Bibles and Testa- 
men 


Two months after that Miss Archibald wrote 
again: 


“Mrs. Smythe and I are both desperately 
in need of English New Testaments for our 
Bible classes. I do not believe there is any 
probability of our getting more than we need. 
We’ve exhausted the supplies in the Army 
chaplains’ offices and in the bookstores. 


“English New Testaments urgently needed 
for student work by our missionaries in Na- 
goya, Japan. Small copies, used or new, like 
those given to soldiers and sailors are ideal.’’ 


And so a Bulletin went out through the Church 
asking for New Testaments and Bibles. The re- 
sponse was wonderful: 1,704 New Testaments, 
110 Bibles, and 131 portions of the Bible. In 
addition $193.50 was sent in checks and cash to 

to provide more Bibles and Testa- 
ments. 


In the meantime, the American Bible Society 
has made herculean efforts to meet the continuing 
demand for Bibles in Japan. During the war not 
only were Bibles not printed in or shipped to 
Japan, but shortage of paper both during and 
after the war seriously curtailed printing by the 
American Bible Society. Only recently has this 
shortage been overcome. At the last meeting of 
the Society, this following report was made: 


“Shipments by ABS, 1947: 120,015 Bibles; 1,- 
016,338 New Testaments; 303,854 Gospels. Two 
lots of 10,000 Bibles were bought out in ten days. 


ABS further production and shipments in pro- 
cess, 1948: 65,000 Bibles; 235,000 New Testa- 
ments. 


The Japan Bible Society requested in 1948 
100,000 more Bibles and 400,000 more Testaments 
than are listed above. The Program of Advance in 
Japan for 1949: 


Production Outside Japan 


Bibles 100,000 

Testaments 750,000 

Gospels 500,000 
_ Production In Japan If Possible 

Bibles 

Testaments 120,000 

Gospels 60,000 


From Miss Archibald and Mrs. Smythe come the 
sincerest thanks for the wonderful response for 
their need. Not only do they have New Testaments 
to give to inquiring minds but missionaries and in- 
quirers have evidence of our desire to share that 
which we believe to be of utmost value. Nor does 
this sharing have to wait for the specific report 
of a missionary in any one country. The American 
Bible Society is becoming increasingly able to 
distribute Bibles to all those without them, 
throughout the world. The more continuous and 
extensive our support of the Society the more 
continuous and extensive their service will be. 
Dr. Eric North, of the American Bible Society, 
says, “There are 10 million people in Germany 
waiting for the Scriptures. Only second to this is 


the continuing need of Japan.” 


This is a part of the great missionary enterprise. 
God has promised that His Word will not return 
unto Him void. He will not fail us. We must not 
fail Him! 


Third Presbyterian Church 


By Lula Powell, Buhl, Ala. 


In the city of Birmingham, 

In the state of Alabam’ 

There’s a church very dear to me, 

Located at South Twenty-second and Avenue G. 


Third Presbyterian is holy ground, 

You feel it as you look around; 

A homey, friendly little church, 

With no “stuffed shirts” on their perch 


“Brother Bryan,’”’ with a heart of love 
For fellowmen and God above, 
Started this lovely work of faith 

To teach men God’s unfailing grace. 


Though begun long ago by him, 

Now it’s served by “Brother Jim.” 
Thousands can point you to the place— 
They met the Master “Face to face.” 


If you choose to go to church at night, 
“‘God Is Love” in neon light 

Is the first thing that comes in view, 
Giving its message to you—and you. 


You receive a welcome at the door, 

And then you receive it o’er and o’er; 
You are made to feel that you belong; 
This feeling gives your heart a song. 


Then comes the lovely worship hour, 
Filling your soul with strength and power, 
Sending you happy on your way, 

Making you thankful you passed that way, 
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Seven Instead Of Ten 


A missionary couple, in charge of some ten sta- | 


tions, felt constrained to write their Secretary at 
home confessing the lack of progress in their field. 
Because of indifference, opposition and ignorance 
they seemed to make no headway. To human eyes 
the situation looked hopeless. 


The missionaries suggested that the Secretary 


try to find ten persons, each of whom would make 


one station a special object of unceasing prayer, 
that the Lord would work a change. Time passed, 
and things began to happen in seven of the ten sta- 


tions. Revival broke out, the Gospel was gladly re- . 


ceived, and great numbers were brought into the 
fold. But in the other three stations there was 
still no change. 


Again the missionaries wrote the Secretary tell- 
ing of the change in the seven stations, but ex- 
pressing their concern for the other three, and ask- 
ing if he had anything further to suggest. 


It was not difficult for the Secretary to clear up 
the seeming mystery. He had succeeded in getting 
special intercessors for seven of the ten stations, 
but not for the other three. The contrasted records 
—, eloquently of the part that prayer had 
played. 


“For from the beginning of the world men have 
not heard ... neither hath the eye seen a God be- 
sides thee, which doeth so for him that waiteth for 
him.” 


“The prayer power has never been tried to its 
full capacity in any Church. If we want to see 
mighty wonders of Divine grace and power wrought 
in the place of weakness, failure and disappoint- 
ment, let the whole Church answer God’s standing 
challenge: ‘Call unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and show thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not.’ ” 

Hudson Taylor, 
Interdenominational Foreign 
Mission Association 


Of North America. 


Church News 


Gladys Jackson To Head 
Pioneer Program 


The Executive Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation announces the appointment of Miss Gladys 
Jackson as Assistant Director in the Department 
of Youth Work in charge of the Pioneer Program. 


Miss Jackson is a native of Lewisburg, W. Va. 
She attended Morris Harvey College, Charleston, 
. Va., receiving an A.B. Degree with honor in 
1988. After teaching in the high school of Ron- 
teverte, W. Va., she became Director of Religious 
ducation at the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Huntington, W. Va. In 1946 she went to the West 
Raleigh Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, N. C., and 
from her position there as Director of Religious 
Education, she comes to her new work. She will 
lake up her duties February 1, 1949. 


GOwWN 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 

Embroideries - Vestments 

——w Hangings - Communion 
Sets - Altar Brass Goods 


CHURCK GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in _ education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 


“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California.” 


-OLDING CHZIIRS 
in, AND TABLES 
? IN STEEL OR WOOD 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 


J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT SCRANTON 2. PENNA 


Beside serving as Director of Religious Edu- 
cation in two Churches, she is at present one of 
the adult advisers to the Young People’s Council 
of Granville Presbytery. In her work in local 
churches she has demonstrated an interest in and 
understanding of young people. She has been used 
by the Department of Youth Work to prepare pro- 
gram material for both intermediate and Senior 
groups. 

‘Pioneer’ is the official name given to the Inter- 
mediates in the Youth Program of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. Pioneers are those 12, 13, and 
14, or in the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades in 
school. The Pioneer Program includes materials 
for Sunday-school classes, vesper services, and 
presbytery rallies and summer camps. Last year 
the General Assembly reported 35,721 Pioneers 
in Sunday-school, 13,894 in Pioneer vesper groups, 
and 67 Pioneer camps, with a total enrollment of 
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8,127. The Pioneer Program, which Miss Jackson 
will head, is a part of the General Assembly’s 
program for young people administered through 
the Department of Youth Work of which Rev. 
John §S. McMullen is Director. 


Mrs. J. K. Coit 


On December 10, 1948, Mrs. J. K. Coit, the 
widow of Rev. Knox Coit, died in Willard State 
Hospital, N. Y., after a prolonged illness. Since 
the death of Dr. Coit in 1945, she had been living 
with their only son, John Knox Coit, Chairman 
of the Department of Philosophy and Psychology 
in Sampson, N. Y. 

Mrs. Coit was formerly Miss Rebecca Galloway 
of Brantford, Ontario. In early childhood she 
dedicated her life to Christ for His service and 
through the years gave faithful testimony to His 
power and grace. 

While engaged as a Christian worker in Hull 
Settlement House in New York, N. Y., she at- 
tended the Biblical Seminary, where she met Dr. 
Coit, also a student in the Seminary at that time. 
They were married in 1906. 

The union of these two dedicated lives has re- 
sulted through the years in much fruithful service 
for the Kingdom. Always a faithful and devoted 


companion, she served side by side with him in 


his ministry and in the outstanding work accom- 
plished in the two unique schools of the Presby- 
terian Church in Georgia, Nacoochee Institute 
and Rabun Gap—Nacoochee School. Working to- 
gether these consecrated servants of the King 
inspired and enriched the lives of hundreds of 
young people, whose children and children’s chil- 
dren will continue to be influenced by their Chris- 
tian teaching and example. 


At this Christmas season many former students 
of the two schools will remember how she loved 
to tell them the story of how she as a little girl 
knelt beside her bed one Christmas Day, and, as 
a gift to Jesus on His Birthday, gave her heart 
to Him; and how she promised that she would tell 
this story to some one every Christmas Day that 
followed. 


How beautiful that she was called Home at the 
time of the year she loved so well! 


On December 13 she was laid to rest beside 
Dr. Coit in the beautiful Nacoochee Valley. Fu- 
neral services were fittingly and very beautifully 
conducted by Rev. Albert B. McClure, a former 
Nacoochee student, and now pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church at Valdese, N. C. Mr. McClure was 
assisted by Dr. George C. Bellingrath, recently 
resigned as president of the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School to become the dean of Presbyterian College 
at Clinton, S. C. 


Wynnewood Presbyterian Church 


Dallas ... Texas 


Sunday, November 21. was a great day for 
Presbyterianism in Dallas. On that date The 
Wynnewood Presbyterian Church was organized, 
in answer to a petition signed by one hundred 
and eleven residents of that area. In a great serv- 
ice of praise and thanksgiving the church was or- 
ganized. Five elders and seven deacons were elect- 
ed and Rev. Daniel A. Baker was called and in- 
stalled as pastor. 

In early September the Home Mission Com- 
mittee of Dallas Presbytery employed Mr. Baker 
to serve the fast developing Wynnewood section 
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of the city of Dallas. Assisted by Miss Ruby Me. 
Durmon, Director of Religious Education, he has 
worked night and day surveying the neighborhood 
and contacting people. A former construction 
warehouse was purchased and remodeled as ag 
temporary place of worship. The first Sunday 
School and church services were held on Sunday, 
October 24. On that afternoon a group of fifty 
people under the sponsorship of The Presbyterian 
Extension Committee of Dallas began a campaign 
of Visitation Evangelism, with the objective of 
securing a sufficient number of members to or. 
ganize a self-supporting church. The end of the 
week found 93 people committed to charter mem- 
bership. Exactly that number of people were re- 
ceived at the organizational meeting on Sunday, 
May 21 with twenty-two to come the following 
Sunday and an expectation of a membership of 
at least 150 by the closing of the charter men- 
bership roll on Sunday, December 12. 


Officers elected to serve this new congregation 
are: Elders, J. C. Carter, Gene Lyons. John E£, 
Hunt, Gene Gridges and L. Coquet; and Deacons, 
Ted Holland, W. J. Trosper; J. Dunham Jones, 
F. M. Shokes, Jr., Dan W. Short, A. C. Kuehnert, 
L. G. Metcalf. These officers will present and en- 
deavor to raise a budget on December 12. It is 
confidently believed that on that date, just three 
months from the day Mr. Baker moved into the 
Wynnewood addition, the Church will assume full 


_ self-support. Mr. Toddie Lee Wynne, an elder in 


The Highland Park Presbyterian Church has do- 
nated an attractive lot for the future church 
building. 


This project was initiated by The Home Mission 


Committee of Dallas Presbytery of which Dr. 


Frank C. Brown is chairman and Rev. Thos. W. 
Currie chairman of the sub-committee on Exten- 
sion. Funds came from the committee for early 
support of the pastor and supplying of the tempo- 
rary building. 


The Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas 
has given its aid and encouragement with promise 
of financial help in the future plans of expansion. 
The organization of the church was effected by a 
commission of Dallas Presbytery composed of Rev. 
Messrs. Frank C. Brown, Thos. W. Currie, Cecil 
H. Lang, Elders W. N. Stewart, Sr., and Toddie 
Lee Wynne, together with the pastors of all the 
churches in the Greater Dallas area. 


“Some Reasons Why The 
Southern Presbyterian Church 
Should Withdraw From 
The Federal Council 
Of Churches’ 


The large sixteen-page booklet published under 
the above caption is still available for those who 
write in for it. This booklet is a report of a dis 
cussion by a group of Presbyterian Elders from 
the Southeastern States, meeting in informal ses 
sion at the Poinsett Hotel, Greenville, S. C., 
August 6, 1947. We have just received a letter 
from a Presbyterian Elder in Seattle, Wash., 1 
which he says: “Events since the publication 0 
your report was made have only confirmed all yo 
have said about the Federal Council in this 1 
port.” Write today for this report and it will be 
sent to you free and postpaid. Address: 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Synod Of South Carolina 


The Synod of South Carolina at its meeting in 
October of this year approved plans of its Com- 
mittee on Evangelism to conduct a simultaneous 
Synod-wide Home Visitation Evangelistic Cam- 
paign. The recommendation of the Committee deal- 
ing with this matter and which was adopted unani- 
mously by the Synod is as follows: ‘That plans be 


laid for a Synod-wide Campaign of Home Visi- | 


ition Evangelism to be conducted as soon after 
April 1. 1949 as possible; and, that we enlist the 
aid of Dr. H. H. Thompson, Dr. Leslie H. Patter- 
sn and Dr. L. P. Burney.’ . | 


A meeting of Synod’s Committee on Evangelism 
was held in Columbia S. C. on Nov. 238, 1948 to 
which members of all Presbyteries’ Committees 
were invited. A splendid group was in attendance 
despite bad weather, and Assembly’s Field Di- 
rector, Dr. H. H. Thompson, Synod’s Executive 
Secretary, Dr. L. H. Patterson and the Regional 
Director of Religious Education, Dr. L. P. Burney 
were also present. 


Those in attendance were highly pleased over 
the prospects of the Campaign and, in view of the 
confidence that this cause is basic in the Program 
of Progress, entered into the making of the plans 
with enthusiasm and evidences of great faith. 


Among several decisions reached by the group 
were the following: (1) The Campaign will be 
enducted insofar as possible the week of April 
3-20, 1949. It was the feeling of the Committee 
tht many of the Churches would be having special 
series of services the next week leading up to 
faster and that this would afford an excellent op- 
portunity for follow-up work. (2) The ministers of 
te Synod are to be contacted first by Synod’s 
Chairman and soon thereafter by the several Pres- 
bytery Chairmen. (3) The interest of the people 
will be enlisted and their prayers requested. (4) 


An Executive Committee was appointed to con- 


tinue working on the plans for this Synod-wide 
effort. It is composed of Synod’s Chairman, Frank 
3. Estes, L. H. Patterson, L. P. Burney and A. M. 
Mitchell. (5) In view of the unusual nature of this 
endeavor it was decided to request the Church 
papers to give it publicity. : 


It is the hope of the group which is promoting 
this endeavor that the people of our great Church 
at large will remember us in their prayers, and 
Where possible help in other ways. 


Frank B. Estes, Chairman, 
Synod’s Committee on Evangelism. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
lo the General Assembly’s Training School For Lay 
Workers, Inc., Richmond, Va. 


For The Month Of November 
1948 1947 


Total To Date 
1948 1947 


$23,717.20 


$35,443.67 


Book Reviews 


Some Southern Presbyterian Sermons 


Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. To be ordered from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
Price $1.00. 


About two years ago Dr. Flow was invited to 
preach a series of twelve sermons in the Synod 
of Virginia on the distinctive doctrines of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. These messages 
met with such an enthusiastic reception that the 
author was urged to put them in permanent form. 
He acceded to this popular demand and as a re- 
= - Church’s literature has been greatly en- 
riched. 


Dr. Flow has demonstrated his evangelistic 
talents in a former volume. Here we observe that 
he is also remarkably gifted in doctrinal discern- 
ment. We admire his penetrating insight into the 
particular doctrines of our church and his in- 
trepidity in presenting them. He knows what he 
believes and is able to state his convictions in 
language that is readily apprehended by the aver- 
age person in the pew. 

The subjects discussed in this volume include 
such significant topics as, “‘The Inerrancy of the 
Scriptures,” ‘Presbyterian Government,” 
Greatness of God,” “‘The Creation of Man in An 


Estate of Holiness and Happiness,” “The Fall of 


Man Into an Estate of Sin and Misery,” The 
Covenant of Redemption and of Grace,’ The 
Sovereign Electing Grace of Almighty God,” 
“Christ, the Redeemer of God’s Elect,” “Effectual 
Calling,” “The Perseverance and Preservation of 
the Saints,” “The Overruling Providence of God,” 
and “The Separation of Church and State or the 
Spiritual Mission of the Church.” 


The first sermon on “The Inerrancy of the 
Scriptures” contains many thoughts that need to 
be underscored in our church at the present 
time. As an indication of his incisiveness we 
quote: “Can we imagine that the God of truth 
whom we know as revealed in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments would reveal Him- 
self and His will to men, and not make sure that 
that revelation was founded on truth and not 
on error? ... We have no trouble in believing in 
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, for 
why should God the Author inspire a part of His 
revelation and leave another part to error? We 
believe also in the verbal inspiration of the original 
manuscripts in the Hebrew and the Greek. For 
why should the God of Truth inspire the thoughts 
of the sacred writer and allow the words that 
express these thoughts be left to chance and ca- 
price? For example, the Apostle Paul in the third 
chapter of Galatians makes his whole argument 
depend on whether the word ‘seed’ is singular or 
plural.” 


These twelve sermons should be used widely 
in our church. We recommend them to the Men 
of the Church. They would provide wonderful 
material for a program for each month in the 
year. The Women of the Church could use these 
messages to strengthen their programs. We also 
unhesitatingly commend them to our young peo- 
ple to study at their vesper meetings. We urge our 
Elders and Deacons to procure this book as quick- 
ly as possible and start to work on it. They will 
find Chapter Two alone to be worth more than 
the price of the book. —John R. Richardson. 
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